THE 4-H FOCUS
November 2019

4-H Families and Friends,
We’ve had a few picture perfect fall days, but the winter
weather is inevitably upon us. Our clubs have been hard at work on
their annual plans—discussing fundraisers, community service activities and educational opportunities that they plan to partake in over
the next few months. We look forward to seeing those plans in action
as we move into the holiday “giving” season!
Be sure to check out the Club News section to read about all of
our clubs’ monthly accomplishments. We’re excited to recognize over
150 youth and adult volunteers at our Achievement Night celebration later this month.
Let us be the first to wish you and yours a Happy Thanksgiving! We are so thankful to
work for such an amazing youth organization, in a fantastic county. We truly believe we have
the best 4-Hers and volunteers around!

Carly Wright

Kim Monroe

4-H Extension Agent

4-H Program Technician

carlymg@vt.edu

kmonroe@vt.edu

Achievement Night 2019
Saturday, November 16th
Loudoun County High School
Dinner @ 6:00pm
Awards Ceremony @ 7:00pm
Dinner RSVP: https://tinyurl.com/LoCo4HAchNight19 (by Nov. 8th)
No RSVP required for the Awards Ceremony!

Extension is a joint program of Virginia Tech, Virginia State University, the U.S. Department of Agriculture, and state and local governments.
Virginia Cooperative Extension programs and employment are open to all, regardless of age, color, disability, gender, gender identity, gender expression, national origin, political
affiliation, race, religion, sexual orientation, genetic information, veteran status or any other basis protected by law. An equal opportunity/affirmative action employer.
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4-H Enrollment - NOW OPEN!
2019 - 2020
Enrollment for Loudoun County 4-H is completed online through the web-based program, 4HOnline. All returning members must re-enroll every year, even if all of their information remains the same.
To access 4HOnline, please visit: https://va.4honline.com.
Detailed instructions for new enrollment were sent out to the county listserv on October 2 nd.
For questions about registering with 4HOnline, please contact Kim at kmonroe@vt.edu.

It only takes a few minutes, so don’t wait - ENROLL TODAY!
IMPORTANT: Members will not receive credit for attending any events, meetings or activities
until they are officially enrolled in their clubs for the new year. Additionally, for those who
plan to participate in the Loudoun County Fair, enrollment must be completed prior to January 1st, 2020.
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Holiday Hours & Winter Weather Policy
Extension Office Holiday Schedule 2019

Closed on Monday, November 11th
Closing at noon on Wednesday, November 27th
Re-open Monday, December 2nd, 8:30am
Closed on Tuesday, December 24th
Re-open Thursday, December 26th, 8:30am

Closed on Wednesday, January 1st
Re-open Thursday, January 2nd, 8:30am

Inclement Weather Policy:
The Extension Office follows the Loudoun County government openings and
closings. If the government is closed, delayed or releasing early, our office will do
the same.
4-H programs will follow along with Loudoun County Public Schools. If schools
are closed or let out early, 4-H programs for that day/evening will be cancelled. If
Club Leaders feel that the roads are clear enough in time for their program, they
will contact the Extension Office for guidance. In the event that the clubs continue with a program when schools have been cancelled, 4-H members can not be
penalized for missing that program.

Club News
Rabbit Hopping
Submitted By: Grace Kasianides
The Loudoun County Rabbit Hopping Club held our October meeting on the 11 th. The
officers each led an educational presentation about a portion of Rabbit Hopping. On the twelfth,
several members of our club went to the Lebanon, Pennsylvania Rabbit Show. Anna Kasianides
got first place on the Novice Straight Course. Eleni Kasianides got 1 st place and Alisa Hart got 2nd
place on the Beginner Straight Course. Mary Grace Menuey got 2nd in the Intermediate Straight
Course. Anna Kasianides also got 1st place in Novice Agility. Mary Grace Menuey got 1st and 2nd
place and Grace Kasianides placed 3rd on the long jump. Congratulations hoppers! Our next
meeting will be on November 8th.
Alpaca Club
Submitted By: Fallon Murphy
Our last business meeting was held on October 3rd in Sykes Hall. We discussed the upcoming shows and fundraising for our club. We meet at the farm every Thursday to practice showing
our alpaca and taking care of our alpaca. We welcomed a new baby alpaca here at Double 8 Alpaca Ranch and named him Jack O'Lantern (Little Jack). We took this
premie as our advantage to learn more about taking care of alpacas,
especially babies. We all got to bottle feed him and hold him. On October 19th, the club had a bake sale at the Loudoun Farm Tour to raise
money for our club. When we go to
the farm, we look at and answer questions about alpacas for the show. We
all look forward to improving our skills
with handling alpacas. Our next business meeting will be held on November 5th.
Beef Club

Submitted By: Taylor Miller
The Beef Club held their monthly meeting October 26th. The club met to discuss the club
rules, Bylaws, and the budget. A special thank you to Mrs. Elder for making homemade donuts for
the club! After our business was taken care of, a 4-H alum, Ian Roberts showed us how to clip. A
special thank you to Ian for spending his time teaching us valuable skills for success. In the
months coming, be on the look out for important club updates by email. You can also find us on
Facebook under Loudoun 4-H Beef Club. Our next meeting is set for November 20th at 7pm.

Club News
Dairy Club
Submitted By: Rebecca Little
The Loudoun County 4-H Dairy Club was called to order on October 15, 2019 at 7:05pm.
There were 9 members present at the meeting. There was no unfinished business the club needed to talk about. It was announced that the Loudoun County 4-H Dairy Club scored 454 points out
of 500 in the Hoards Dairymen contest. The leaders in our club discussed our budget lists and
how the club was going to add giving money to an organization that helps feed the poor. Our
leaders also reminded our club that Achievement Night is going to be on November 16, 2019. The
club also discussed new business. The 4-H Dairy Club is going to do a bake sale during the Purcellville Christmas Parade. The 4-H Dairy Club’s business meeting was adjourned at 7:36pm.
Overlook
Submitted By: Spencer Dyson
The Overlook Horse Farm 4-H meeting was held for one hour on October 16th at 7pm.
Everyone was excited about the start of the new 4-H year. We introduced our new officers, as
well as two new members. There was no old business. The Treasurer’s report, Secretary’s report,
and Constitution were all reviewed and approved. We discussed fundraising and volunteer opportunities, the Fair, record books and assigned project horses. We are holding a separate officer
meeting to focus on the budget.
Ms. Terri started the educational activity by having us count the number of poop piles in
each stall. She then explained how paying attention to the daily amount, texture and color of
poop is a good indicator of the health of your horse. She briefly covered different types of remedies to combat your findings.
We are looking forward to our first fundraising activity on October 27 th at the Overlook
Farm Horse Show!
Leaps and Squeaks
Submitted By: Sean Csizmadia

At our October meeting, the officers of Leaps and
Squeaks were installed. Members discussed and voted on
club rules for this year. After the business portion of our
meeting was over we played a Kahoot! game with questions
about 4-H, rabbits and the Fair.
Our next meeting will be held on November 15th at
7pm in Sykes Hall.

Club News
Poultry Club
Submitted By: Hannah Maison
The Poultry Club had their first educational activity on October 5, 2019. Joshua’s Hands was organized to promote safe teen driving, as well as community service and taking care of the environment. The
Poultry Club had the opportunity to have an official tent in front of different animals like goats and sheep
at the festival. There was food, music, games for the children, and many other fun things to do at Joshua’s
Hands. The Poultry Club brought and showed around a goose, a cochin female chicken, various breeds of
chicks and a white-faced black Spanish young male chicken.
The Poultry Club’s October meeting was called to order on October 17, 2019. They started with
the Pledges and the reports of the Treasurer, Secretary and the leaders. Shortly after, Cloverbuds were
dismissed to the downstairs of Sykes Hall. Then the club started to discuss unfinished business. They approved the sale of t-shirts and hats at the Fair, which they are expecting will bring in around $700. Next,
they moved on to new business. They talked about the budget and expenses for the Fair. The club decided
on an estimated expense of $4,450 and an estimated income of $4,500.
The Poultry Club talked shortly about the mentor/mentee program, in which seniors and other
knowledgeable club members would sign up to be mentors, and novices or members with lots of questions would sign up to be a mentee. Viktoria, the leader and creator of the mentor program says that the
program will help the new Poultry Club members get to know more about chickens and get a sense of
what will happen at the Fair before the Fair actually begins. After, they talked about the clubs. What they
were, what they did in each, why there were clubs, and the leaders answered any questions the club
members had.
After that, Hailey and Stella spoke quickly about a breed of the month educational opportunity, in
which some members would sign up to present a breed of their choice and then either during or after the
meeting the member would present to the membership. Next, they discussed fundraising ideas other than
the shirts and hat sales. They talked mostly about doing the same fundraisers during the Fair as last time—
including coffee sales, duck slides and chicken poop bingo. They also discussed more about the shirt and
hat sales. This was when the idea was formulated to create a contest for members to participate in. Members would create their own design that would be put on the shirts and hats.
Then there was a big reminder for everyone to actually sign up for the 4-H Poultry Club. After that
we adjourned our meeting. The next meeting will be on Thursday, November 21st, at 7:00pm in Sykes Hall.
Also in November there will be an Achievement Night for 4-H members on 16th. The Poultry Club hopes to
see all 4-H members there!
Swine Club
Submitted By: Camryn Monroe
The Swine Club discussed future fundraising ideas and another pork dinner before the Fair. Keep

your eyes peeled for another pork dinner in March possibly! We went over new club rules and at
the next meeting we will go over Bylaws! We welcome all new members and hope to have new
members.

Club News
Student Auto Racing
Submitted By: John Enloe
Hey everyone! This month we competed at Pittsburgh International Race Complex. In
preparation for this race, we installed a new seat, seat sliders, and side mirrors. To do this, we
had to adjust the role cage so the new seat could fit in the car. After some hard work and help
from a local auto shop, this was accomplished. The race was broken up into 2 days, 8 hours on
the first day, and 7 on the second day. Our car got 33rd out of roughly 70 cars, and 14th in our
class. In the last 20 minutes of the first day, the car hit the wall but was still able to finish the race
and the damage will be repairable.
Chefs & Stitches
Submitted By: Madilyn Swiger
On Saturday, October 5th we had our first Chefs and Stitches meeting of the 2019-2020
year! This month we cooked food with fall flavors. We cooked pumpkin alfredo with ricotta
stuffed shells and salted apple caramel hand pies. We all had a lot of fun cooking this masterpiece! Thank you to the Evans family for sharing some of their pictures. We also had a nutrition
lesson from Madilyn Swiger, one of the club members. She explained some healthy alternatives
for fall food. Our next meeting is November 2nd and we will be sewing Thanksgiving themed table
decorations. We are so excited for the upcoming 4-H year!

Club News
Canterlopes
Submitted By: Ruby Hatley
This month’s Canterlopes meeting was held on
October 8, 2019. The discipline of the month was
Mounted Archery, presented by Lars Scherm. We
talked about the State Horse Show and State Fair. One
of our club members, Kristin, won high-point in
Dressage at the State Horse Show.
We voted on our budget, and decided to keep
it the same. We also added something this year called
the Question/Comment box. Basically, if you have any
questions or comments, you write them down and
add them to the box.
Our education was Horse Reproduction, Part
One, where veterinarian, Lisa Wagner came in and
explained to us mating and pregnancy of mares. Next
month, she will do Part Two. A good bit of our club
members also joined us to go to the Washington
International Horse Show at the Capital One Arena in
Washington, D.C. on October 24th. None of us showed
in it, but it was a great experience watching!
I think this month was pretty productive. Our next meeting will be on November 12 th at
Lynden Farm at 7:30pm.

A huge CONGRATULATIONS
to the Canterlopes Drill Team
(pictured left) for bringing
home the Championship
Trophy at the Virginia State
Fair for the third year
in a row!
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