THE 4-H FOCUS
April 2021

4-H Families and Friends,
What a whirlwind of a month! Our county contests
are now officially in the books, but we have zero plans of
slowing down. We’ve got a busy few months ahead! This
weekend kicks off with the 63rd annual Glenwood Livestock Show, as well as the Northern
District Contests. We’ll be cheering for our Loudoun 4-Hers in both events! Also on the horizon is the 4-H Day of Service, YQCA Trainings, 4-H Junior Camp and State 4-H Congress. Keep
a close eye on your email inboxes in the coming weeks, as more details will be shared.
While we are still unsure what some of our summer activities and events will look
like, we are staying positive and finding ways to help make the best better! We appreciate
the constant flexibility and understanding of our 4-H families as we continue to adhere to all
local and state COVID guidelines. We’re not out of the woods yet, but things are looking
brighter!

Carly Wright

Kim Monroe

4-H Extension Agent

4-H Program Technician

carlymg@vt.edu

kmonroe@vt.edu

Loudoun-Fauquier 4-H Junior Camp
Sunday, June 20th - Thursday, June 24th
Attention all 4-H Junior Campers!

Registration for Loudoun-Fauquier 4-H Junior Camp is officially OPEN! However, only a handful
of spots for Loudoun campers remain!

https://sites.google.com/vt.edu/2021-4-h-camp/home
If you plan to register, please do not send in payment until you have received confirmation that
we have a space saved for you.
If you have any camp questions, please reach out to kmonroe@vt.edu or call 703-737-8880.

Extension is a joint program of Virginia Tech, Virginia State University, the U.S. Department of Agriculture, and state and local governments.
Virginia Cooperative Extension programs and employment are open to all, regardless of age, color, disability, gender, gender identity, gender expression, national origin, political
affiliation, race, religion, sexual orientation, genetic information, veteran status or any other basis protected by law. An equal opportunity/affirmative action employer.

County News

Loudoun County 4-H County Contests
This year our 4-H Table Setting and Share the Fun contests were held in person on
Saturday, March 20th at the Loudoun County Fairgrounds. A whopping 20 members participated—some in both contests! Our Presentation contest was held virtually. Contest format didn’t
appear to make a difference, as we had a strong showing of 12 presentation entries!

A huge congratulations to all of county contest participants! Those who received blue
ribbons are now eligible to move on to the district level. We’ll be cheering for you!
Champion Winners

Judges

Share the Fun
Intermediate - Mary Grace Menuey
Senior - Kashvi Ramani

Kelly Carr
Kaci Daniel
Claire Griffith
Abby Hemby
Cindy Huddleston
Claudia Lefeve
Camryn Monroe
Cristy Mosely
Lindsay Phillips
Stacy Swain
Krystal Williams

Table Setting
Junior - Katelyn Mosely
Intermediate - Charles Pettit
Senior - Eden Reck
Presentations
Junior - Oju Ramani
Intermediate - Grace Kasianides
Senior - Eleni Kasianides

Thank you so much for your time and
expertise! We appreciate you!

County News

Loudoun County 4-H
Virtual Art Competition
This winter, the 4-H Honor Council organized and hosted our first ever virtual art competition! A huge thank you to all of the adult judges who volunteered their time. This was an
enormous undertaking and it couldn’t have been done without your support.

Congratulations to all of the talented artists who submitted pieces! The Council received over sixty entries spread amongst thirteen categories. Below you will find the category
winners! Great job, all!
Senior Winners

Junior Winners

Drawings
Eden Reck

Drawings
Ruby Hatley

Handcrafted
Stella Pettit

Handcrafted
Jennah Mashaal

Painting/Watercolor
Eleni Kasianides

Painting/Watercolor
Ruby Hatley

Picture
Haley Weimer

Woven
Mary Grace Menuey

Woodworking
Noah Esper

Oil Painting
Mary Grace Menuey

Woven
Amelia Abbe

Other
Nouh Mashaal

Other
Eleni Kasianides

Overall Junior Art Piece
Jennah Mashaal
(Handcrafted)

Overall Senior Art Piece
Eden Reck
(Drawings)

Senior Spotlight

Senior Spotlight on...

Ms. Arielle Knight
Graduating Class: Knight Homeschool 2021 and
Liberty University Online Academy
College: Liberty University

Major: Law & Policy: Pre-Law
4-H Club Membership: Sheep Club (6 years), Canterlopes, Shooting Education
and Forage Club
4-H Leadership Positions: President, Vice President, Secretary and 4-H All Star
Outside Activities: Youth Music Academy, Vector Speech & Debate and Hamilton
Baptist Church
“It’s hard to believe that I started my journey with 4-H six years ago. Thank you to
Mrs. Carly and Mrs. Kim for encouraging me every step of the way!”
- Arielle K.

Club News
Beef Club
Submitted By: Taylor Miller
The Beef Club held their March meeting on 3/28/21. During the meeting we discussed old business, including the cow calving calendar. New business included the following - please take special note to
the starred items.
•
•
•

•

Mid-way weigh-in will likely occur in March.
***Only one community service left for this year, which is the post Glenwood cleanup on April 11th.
***If you are attending the meeting virtually your camera must be on the entire time to be counted as
present for the meeting. If you need to turn your camera off momentarily, just let Donna or Tina
know.
*** We only have 3, maybe 4 meetings left this year so please be aware and ensure you have made it
to at least 50% of the meetings. We’ve had 6 meetings already.

Thank you to everyone who came out to the fairgrounds for pre-Glenwood clean-up/set-up. Our
next meeting is April 21st @ 7:00pm.
Chefs & Stitches
Submitted By: Anna Ferraro
This month, our President, Madilyn Swiger, led an adorable handsewing project. The project was sewing together a little felt mushroom and
putting it on a keychain. We sewed together the top of the mushroom and
filled it with polyfill, and used hot glue to glue white dots onto the red felt
top of the mushroom. The project ended up being super cute!
We’re still doing the best we can with Google Meet, and are still
having a lot of fun with our meetings!
Student Auto Racing
Submitted By: John Enloe
This month, the LASER club held an in-person business meeting on March 6th. In addition to holding a regular business meeting, the club also worked on our silver BMW Z3, and the club President’s Nissan 300ZX. On our BMW Z3, which was refusing to start, we found an unconnected ground wire and soldered it back together, solving the problem. After the BMW, the club moved to the Nissan. We installed
new radiator hoses, which play a part in cooling an engine, and tightened down the valve train, which controls the intake and exhaust valves inside an engine. That’s it for this month!
Innovation
Submitted By: Pujitha Chippala & Vibha Kattar
We at Loudoun Innovation Club have been kept very busy with various activities like having a class
on Managing Personal Finance for the kids. One of the banking officers volunteered to share how kids can
manage finances. This session was very informative. We also had a session on how to plan and write the
year end record books.

Club News
Poultry Club
Submitted By: Hailey Hendershot
The March Poultry Club meeting was held both virtually and in person at Sykes Hall on the 18th. It
was great getting to see other members again. We talked about the timeline for the Art Show fundraiser
that the club will be hosting. We were informed about a quail breeder who is donating 100 quail eggs to
the club that members can hatch. We were reminded to sign up for the YQCA interest list if we wanted to
participate in the auction this summer.
For this month’s education segment, Hugh presented on Ascites or “Water Belly”. We learned
about the causes of it, the symptoms, how to prevent it, and how to treat it.

Canterlopes
Submitted By: Zoe Sanborn
Hello, we hope everyone is doing well! Our club met at Sykes Hall this month, with some members
calling in virtually. We had a presentation on bit materials from one of our members and then held a club
Horse Bowl activity. Several of our members also participated in the EquiSmartz Hippology contest this
month. Our next meeting will be held on April 13th.
Rabbit Hopping Club
Submitted By: Mary Grace Menuey
The Loudoun 4-H Rabbit Hopping Club held a meeting on March 12, 2021. This was our first inperson meeting since last March. Our club President, Alisa, was absent, so the meeting was led by our Vice
President, Eleni. We had an optional thirty minutes of hopping practice before the meeting, some members stayed upstairs to practice hopping, and some members went downstairs to discuss project goals.
Our meeting began at 7:00 and we started the meeting by going over our upcoming events, such
as 4-H Day of Service on April 25th, our next optional hopping practice on March 29th, a rabbit hopping
demonstration for the Frederick County Eggs and Ears 4-H Club, the Richmond Rabbit Breeders Association
show on March 27th, and the Bunny Bonanza community service, which will be held on March 31st from
10am - 2pm at the Heritage Farm Museum. Abigail, Eleni, Mary Grace and Saanvi presented their Roll The
Dice homework from the last meeting. Our lesson for this meeting was on Faults and DQs in a rabbit hopping competition, and was led by Mary Grace. Abigail, Grace and Eleni demonstrated different kinds of
faults and DQs as part of the lesson. Our next hopping practice will be on March 29th, and our next
meeting will April 9th, 2021.
Swine Club
Submitted By: Makenzie Lynch
The Loudoun County Swine Club held our meeting on March 10th. We had some of the club virtually and some in person at Sykes Hall. We had a guest speaker teach us how to pick our pigs that will be happening this month. We discussed ideas for different fundraisers as well.
One of our fundraisers, if anyone is interested, is the selling of $10.00 raffle chances to win a 15
ton load of crusher run or stone dust delivered to one location in Loudoun County or Clarke County.
Drawing will be live on Facebook April 14, 2021 at 7pm. Cut off for a chance to win is April 11th at 6pm.
This is a $500.00 value. If you win you must take delivery within 2 months of the drawing date. If you
would like a ticket please reach out to any of the kids in the club or the leaders Rodney, Ashley or Tammy.

Club News
Alpaca Club
Submitted By: Sarah Jeffers
During the month of March, the Alpaca Club had their
monthly herd health and helped out with the adult boys and some
of the adult girls. Three of our members, Eden Reck, Lincoln Reck,
and Sarah Jeffers participated in the 4-H County Table Setting Contest. We are excited about our own club member, Eden Reck, taking
first place for the Seniors’ group. Congrats!
Our club leader, Bonnie Kittrell, held a wet-felting class for
the making of our fundraiser, which is wet-felted bookmarks that we
will sell at the MAPACA show. We’re also very excited for the birth
of our very first llama cria born at the farm, along with a new alpaca
cria that was born on Tuesday.
Our next club meeting will be on Thursday, April 8th.
Temple Hall
Submitted By: Sitota Mullen
The Temple Hall Club met on March 3, 2021. We had updates from our farm participants. At
Davlin, the members have cleaned out stalls, welcomed four baby lambs, and sold three ewes and a ram.
At Checkmate, members welcomed a new puppy and a new baby lamb to the farm. The other farms were
not visited at this time. Our Vice President led the meeting and Ms. Moore provided the leaders’ report to
the club. The club reviewed the dates for upcoming individual presentations and the meeting was adjourned. After the meeting, two members presented their presentations on how to prevent foot rot in
sheep and internal parasites problems that sheep can have.
Dairy Club
Submitted By: Emmy Moore
This month’s meeting was held at Sykes Hall, both online and in person. We met on March 9th.
Addyson lead both pledges. We discussed new business, including talking about the Fair lunch that Dairy
Club sponsors. We wrapped up the Hoard’s Dairyman contest, finishing the Red and White class, the Ayrshire class, and the Jersey class. We think we made the right choices and can’t wait to see the overall results. We all look forward to meeting the calves in person soon.
Leaps & Squeaks
Submitted By: Grace Kasianides
The Loudoun County 4-H Leaps & Squeaks Club held their meeting on March 19th. Our club was so
excited to hold the meeting in person with some members on Zoom. After the meeting, there was a lesson
on rabbit showmanship led by Roxanne Howard and Grace Kasianides. Members who have not signed the
rules for the year need to do that too. Our next meeting will be on April 16th 2021. Hope to see you there!
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