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THE 4-H FOCUS
December 2017

4-H Families and Friends,
We’ve reached the final month of 2017! Where has
the time gone? As you reflect on all you have accomplished
this past year, we hope you are also looking ahead to all of
the wonderful things to come in 2018 - Day at the Capitol,
4-H Camp, Congress and so much more!
The start of a new year is always the perfect time to
set personal goals for yourself. What is something you’ve never done before, but think
you could do in 2018 to help your community? Whatever that may be, keep working to
make the best better!
From all of us at the Extension Office - we want to wish you and your families an
enjoyable holiday season and a great start to the new year!

Carly Griffith

Kim Monroe

Extension Agent, 4-H

4-H Program Technician

carlymg@vt.edu

kmonroe@vt.edu

The Extension Office is MOVING!
On December 14th we will be moving from our current office space on
Catoctin Circle to…

Virginia Cooperative Extension - Loudoun Office
750 Miller Drive, SE
Suite F-3
Leesburg, VA 20175
Please note that the office will be closed Thursday, December
14th and Friday, December 15th.

Extension is a joint program of Virginia Tech, Virginia State University, the U.S. Department of Agriculture, and state and local governments.
Virginia Cooperative Extension programs and employment are open to all, regardless of age, color, disability, gender, gender identity, gender expression, national origin, political
affiliation, race, religion, sexual orientation, genetic information, veteran status or any other basis protected by law. An equal opportunity/affirmative action employer.

Events - Recap

Achievement Night

Congratulations to all of the Loudoun County 4-H members and volunteers who took
home awards on November 18th! We were able to give out over 200 awards by recognizing
4-H’ers for their hard work and dedication to the 4-H program at the club, county, district and
state level. We also recognized 49 adult volunteers for their years of service to the Loudoun
County 4-H program.
Highlights:
Virginia 4-H All-Stars 2017: Erin Davis, Harrison Furlow, Cristina Gaylord, Parker Gondella,
Turner Leigh, Jackie McClintic (Honorary) and Katie Vanik
Outstanding 4-H Senior: Katherine Orlowsky
Outstanding 4-H Intermediate: Eleni Kasianides
Outstanding 4-H Junior: Viktoria Scharf
“I Dare You” Award: Carly Campbell
4-H Family of the Year: The Jewell Family
4-H Leaders of the Year: Judy Thomas and Dr. Mike Gast
15+ Years of Volunteer Service: Mark Gaylord, Claire Griffith, Jackie McClintic and Rodney
Monroe

A special thank you to Monk’s BBQ for the wonderful dinner!

County News

Upcoming Events
Pennsylvania Farm Show Trip:
When: Saturday, January 13th (All Day)
Where: Pennsylvania Farm Show Complex - Harrisburg, PA
Loudoun Fair & Associates has sponsored a charter bus for 4-H members who would like to
attend the PA Farm Show in 2018. Details went out to the listserv this week. Space is LIMITED please email John McClintic (ferrumcountry@yahoo.com) as soon as possible to sign up.
4-H Leadership Day: *Fair Qualifier*
When: Saturday, January 20th (All Day)
Where: Warren County Community Center - Front Royal, VA
Join other 4-H members from across the Northern District for a day full of leadership! Workshops offered include: “Beyond the Club”, “Career Exploration”, “Finding Your Voice” and
“How Not to Run a Meeting”. Lunch will be provided, followed by an afternoon of interactive
team building activities. To register: http://tinyurl.com/2017-4-H-Leadership-Day.
4-H Day at the Capitol: *Fair Qualifier*
When: Tuesday, January 30th (All-Day)
Where: State Capitol - Richmond, VA
While at the Capitol, 4-H members will meet with their local legislators, discuss their 4-H projects and serve as ambassadors of the Loudoun County 4-H program. Space is LIMITED - please
email Carly (carlymg@vt.edu) to sign up!

County News

4-H Enrollment - NOW OPEN!
2017 - 2018
Loudoun County 4-H enrollment is completed online through the web-based program,
4HOnline. All returning members must re-enroll every year, even if all of their information
remains the same.

To access 4HOnline, please visit: https://va.4honline.com.
Detailed instructions for new enrollment were sent out to the county listserv at the beginning
of the year. For questions about registering with 4HOnline, please contact Kim at
kmonroe@vt.edu.

It only takes a few minutes, so don’t wait - ENROLL TODAY!
IMPORTANT: Members will not receive credit for attending any events, meetings or activities
until they are officially enrolled in their clubs for the new year. Additionally, for those who
plan to participate in the Loudoun County Fair, enrollment must be completed prior to January
1st, 2018.

County News

Holiday Hours & Winter Weather Policy
Extension Office Holiday Schedule 2017
Closing at noon on Friday, December 22nd
Re-open Wednesday, December 27th, 8:30am
Closed January 1st
Re-open Wednesday, January 3rd, 8:30am

Inclement Weather Policy:
The Extension Office follows the Loudoun County government openings and closings. If the government is closed, delayed or releasing early, our office will do the
same.
4-H programs will follow along with Loudoun County Public Schools. If schools
are closed or let out early, 4-H programs for that day/evening will be cancelled. If
Club Leaders feel that the roads are clear enough in time for their program, they
will contact the Extension Office for guidance. In the event that the clubs continue with a program when schools have been cancelled, 4-H members can not be
penalized for missing that program.

Club News
Leaps & Squeaks
Submitted By: Abbie Swart

At our November meeting, Leaps & Squeaks played a “get to know you” bingo game that
had rabbit, member and 4-H related questions on it. We went around the room and asked different members the questions until we completed a bingo. We also made ornaments for the Ketterman’s Christmas Tree Decorating Contest. We had fillable ornaments which we put colored paper
shred, a mini Christmas tree and a small piece of paper with a fingerprint rabbit on it. Each fingerprint rabbit represents a member’s bunny. This is our first year participating and we had fun making the ornaments. Some members met at Ketterman’s to decorate the tree a couple of days later.
On November 11th, a few of our members traveled to VA Tech to attend an ARBA rabbit
show and visited with a former member, Jacquelyn Noel.
Leaps & Squeaks participated in an online pasta fundraiser. We are also hosting our first
Holiday Shopping Bazaar this Sunday, December 3rd from 1pm to 4pm at Sykes Hall. Come shop
with us! We’d love to see you there!

Rabbit Hopping
Submitted By: Anna Kasianides
On November 3rd, the Rabbit Hopping meeting began. We talked about rabbit care and
nutrition, and the presentation was given by Mrs. Burns. We learned to check the bag for protein,
and how much protein there should be. We also talked about the gift exchange and about changing the exchange a little. Instead, we will hold a sock exchange on December 1 st, and our club will
have a wonderful time.
On November 19th, the Rabbit Hopping Club met to decorate a tree for Ketterman’s Jewelers. It was an extravagant affair. There were snow-bunnies, balls filled with hay, and adorable
rabbit items. We loved decorating our beloved tree.

Club News
Temple Hall Non-Ownership Sheep
Submitted By: Troy Smith

Temple Hall Non-Ownership Sheep Club’s November meeting was held on November 1st and
went very well. A discussion was started about asking the members to start signing up for farm
presentations, and for a revision of our project books. Also discussed was a community service project
for Rite Aid. Members were encouraged to sign up to help fill up backpacks for the Backpack Buddies
charity/program, on February 5th. The different farms reported current events going on. Checkmate
Farm had only one new fall lamb named Barnaby, Devlin Farm started selling sausages, and Orchard
Farms recently introduced two new members to 4-H and the farm.
The meeting continued with the introduction of the new committee leaders. Each committee
member is a member of the club for them to gain great leadership skills and an opportunity to be
more involved in the club. Addyson is the leader of the Recreation Committee, she discussed the sign
up for the 4-H dinner during the December meeting and asked the club members if they would like to
try mini lamb camp again since it was heavily enjoyed last year. Nikki and Gracie were introduced as
the Community Service Committee leaders. Introduced as the Public Relations Committee Leader was
Sophie and introduced as the leader of the Financial Committee was Katie. And finally, Sarah was introduced as the leader of the Education Committee. Sarah asked everyone for suggestions about
things they wanted to learn this year and many members raised their hands giving interesting suggestions on what to learn this year. For example, someone asked what different feeds are available for
sheep and basic medical training in order to take care of the sheep. The meeting transitioned into a
talk about our annual budget, which went smoothly and all members agreed upon. The meeting ended with a quick discussion about the December meeting. A charity needed to be decided and all the
members chose a book drive this year. Overall, the meeting went smoothly and without a hitch, and
now we wait until the December meeting.

Beef Club
Submitted By: Catherine Klinkam

The November Beef Club meeting was
held on November 5, 2017. We had a bonfire
at the Stanford’s property and enjoyed a
potluck by the fire. We approved the 2018
budget and the 2018 rules. We discussed the
next meeting which will be a joint meeting
and each family will bring a dessert. There will
also be a gift exchange and a hat and glove
drive. After the meeting we enjoyed company
by the fire.

Club News
Sheep Club
Submitted By: Andrew Knight
At the November meeting, our club discussed and passed our club budget and club rules. We
also discussed carcass and grading rules. For the educational portion of the meeting, we played a fun
sheep quiz bowl. The team that won, Catherine Klinkam, Jeremiah Morrison, Eva Morrison, and Leah
Scharf each received a sheep halter provided by one of our sheep club leaders, Mr. Andy Knight. This
was an enjoyable and educational meeting!
Several members attended a Youth Livestock Showing and Fitting Clinic, which was held on November 18th at the Fauquier County Fairgrounds. The clinic was open to all Virginia 4-H and FFA members and was sponsored by CFC Farm and Home Center. The five-hour clinic offered four workshops
that were presented by industry experts for beef, swine, sheep, and goat projects. The workshops covered animal nutrition, animal health, showmanship skills, and fitting. The clinic was extremely beneficial and provided an excellent educational opportunity.
Our next meeting on December 13th will be a joint meeting with the Goat, Swine, and Beef
Clubs at the Loudoun County Fairgrounds in Sykes Hall at 7:00pm. The clubs will also be having a Christmas gift exchange.

Forage Club
Submitted By: Brian O’Mara

The meeting was held on November 12th at Sykes Hall. The club discussed the state of
the turkey fundraising. We also discussed the club dinner at Magnolias, which the club decided to make the February club meeting. The Constitution and Bylaws were read to ensure that
all members were aware of the rules set-forth, which must be obeyed by every club member.
The club also voted to make the PA Farm Show the January meeting. The club decided to make
the next club meeting December 10th. Sam McClintic was responsible for November’s
“Machinery of The Month”. He gave a presentation on a round baler. He explained how a
round baler works, parts of a round baler, and the history of round balers. John McClintic gave
a presentation on Soil Health. He explained when you would add fertilizer and when you
should add lime. He also showed us some clues to look for to tell when we should add those
necessary nutrients to our pasture or hay field. Finally, he discussed the issues pertaining to
nutrient depletion one needs to be mindful of whenever they harvest hay.

Club News
Dairy Club
Submitted By: Rebecca Little
We started the meeting at 7:01pm. The pledge was led by Mackenzie Shore, then Mrs. Judy read
the Treasurer’s report. We had to vote on several things—adopting a family, our bake sale for the Christmas parade, the white elephant gift exchange, decorating Ketterman’s Christmas tree, the bird seed sale in
January and last but not least, where to put the Hoard’s Dairyman plaque. None of us opposed anything so
we are going to proceed with all of the things previously listed. Also, we decided to put the Hoards Dairyman plaque in Sykes Hall.
We went to Ketterman’s and decorated their Christmas tree and we are going to have a white elephant gift exchange at the next meeting (which is December 12th). We adjourned the business meeting at
7:35pm. After the meeting we did an activity that taught us the different breeds of cows. Then we played
four square with them!

Eastern Loudoun
Submitted By: Kashvi Ramani
Hello fellow 4-H members! This month we had a special speaker: Mr. Donald Virts Sr., a twelfth
generation Loudoun farmer.
The Virts family has been farming in Loudoun County since the 1700’s. Donald Virts Sr. bought the
Meadow Hill Farm in 1972. He moved out of the farm soon after, for the farm couldn’t support a steady
income. After moving back in 2007 to help his sick father, Virts and his brother, Realtor Dennis Virts, worried about how the family could keep the land open and keep it sustainable in the future.
Then Donald Virts Sr. ingeniously came up with an idea: to create healthier food by using hydroponic greenhouse production. This is a method where the plants are grown in a nutrient solution rather
than in soil. This provided a steady income for the family.
To modify and test this, Virts spoke with Loudoun County Agricultural Development Officer, Kellie
Boles. Realizing the brilliance of his plan, she convinced him to set market during the 2015 Fall Farm Tour.
“He has the widest production of fruits and vegetables grown hydroponically year-round in the region—
and that gives him a competitive edge, “ says Boles.
Mr. Virts Sr. brought samples of tomatoes, lettuce and strawberries grown in his greenhouse to
our meeting. They not only looked amazingly healthy, but tasted awesome as well!
For more information, go to facebook.com/CEAFarms or www.ceafarms.net/.

Club News
Shooting Education Club
Submitted By: Donna Evans
Loudoun – Warrenton 4-H Shooting Friendly 2017
The 4-H Shooting Education Club of Loudoun County and the Warrenton Rifle Club recently gathered for
a friendly shooting competition Saturday morning, November 16th, at the Loudoun County Fairgrounds. The
Loudoun County 4-H Shooting Education Club hosted the event. These shooting clubs (and others in the commonwealth) offer youth, ages nine to eighteen, instruction in handling firearms safely and shooting Olympic-style 10meter competition air rifles with high levels of accuracy and other disciplines in the shooting sports.
“Mr. Josh, may we handle rifles?” asks Zachary Dantzlerward, an example of respectful protocol during
the shooting. Josh Adler and Mark Gaylord offer guidance and instruction as leaders of the Loudoun County 4-H
Shooting Education Club. Similarly, Claude Davenport, Mike Freeman, and J.D. Davenport are coordinators of the
Warrenton Rifle Club.
During the Friendly Shoot, the Loudoun – Warrenton athletes competed in prone position, speed
shooting, and three position (Prone, Standing and Kneeling) overall champion categories. Winners of the
Loudoun-Warrenton 4-H Shooting Friendly 2017, for overall champion, were Carson Whiting (3rd Place), Ryan
Roeber (2nd Place), and Seth Carver (1st Place) of Warrenton. Carson Whiting was recognized for being top shooter in the prone position, Ryan Roeber in standing position, and Seth Carver in kneeling position. Speed shooter
winners were Adrianna Evans (3rd Place) of Loudoun, Julia Austin (2nd Place), and Gage Davenport
(1st Place). Warrenton Rifle shooters won the overall points champion recognition.
Target Shooting is a popular sport. The Loudoun County 4-H Club has more than doubled in size this
year, with 33 kids now officially on the rolls. With increased membership, so also increases the need for additional air rifles and gear to support attendees. If you would like to support local youth in their firearms education,
please consider making a donation to the Loudoun County 4-H Shooting Education Club through the Midway USA
Foundation, an organization which triples your donations made to the club https://
www.midwayusafoundation.org/pages/profile-display-donor-list?reid=AoO43N2BUZI%3d&bbsys=0&bbrt=0. Donations contribute to the team's endowment that helps provide needed funds, allowing the program to serve the
youth of Loudoun County. “We have kids” said Coach Mark, "that have aspirations of Olympic competition, potential college scholarships, and of course just the love of the sport".
4-H Shooting Friendly 2017 was a lot of fun and, hopefully, will be the first of many neighborly competitions.

Club News
Canterlopes
Submitted By: Morgan Musselman
Our November meeting was called to order and we began by talking about old business.
Our club went to the Washington International Horse Show on barn night, and got 3rd in the spirit
contest. We also talked a little bit about fair qualifiers like officer training, and how some members went to the VT horse judging clinic.
For new business we introduced 6 new members. After we got to know them a little we
played an ice breaker game called dragon tail. At our next meeting we are going to do a potluck
and gift exchange for our holiday party.
November's special speaker was a horse dentist. He gave a demonstration on how to float
a horse’s teeth. It was very interesting, and he demonstrated on a club member’s horse.
Our club members decorated a Christmas tree in the Virginia Village Shopping Center.
Please stop by Ketterman’s Jewelers in Leesburg and cast your vote. Vote for us! After the members were done decorating they went shopping for our Christmas family in the Good Shepard Alliance.
We are looking forward to our next meeting and holiday party!
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