THE 4-H FOCUS
December 2019

4-H Families and Friends,
As we near the end of 2019, we hope that you take a few
minutes to reflect on the past twelve months. A new year will bring
us new beginnings, as well as new opportunities to serve our local
community.
If you haven’t already, please complete our programming survey
(4-H End of Year Survey 2018-2019) so that you can help us grow
and improve in the coming year. Your feedback is what moves us
forward in the right direction!
From all of us here at the Loudoun Extension Office, we wish you a safe, relaxing and enjoyable
holiday season with family and friends. We look forward to seeing you in the new year!

Carly Wright

Kim Monroe

4-H Extension Agent

4-H Program Technician

carlymg@vt.edu

kmonroe@vt.edu

Photo from: http://fortcollinsrealestatebyangie.com/wp-content/uploads/2016/12/Happy-Holidays-2016.png

Extension is a joint program of Virginia Tech, Virginia State University, the U.S. Department of Agriculture, and state and local governments.
Virginia Cooperative Extension programs and employment are open to all, regardless of age, color, disability, gender, gender identity, gender expression, national origin, political
affiliation, race, religion, sexual orientation, genetic information, veteran status or any other basis protected by law. An equal opportunity/affirmative action employer.

County News

4-H Enrollment - NOW OPEN!
2019 - 2020
Enrollment for Loudoun County 4-H is completed online through the web-based program, 4HOnline. All returning members must re-enroll every year, even if all of their information remains the same.
To access 4HOnline, please visit: https://va.4honline.com.
Detailed instructions for new enrollment were sent out to the county listserv on October 2 nd.
For questions about registering with 4HOnline, please contact Kim at kmonroe@vt.edu.

It only takes a few minutes, so don’t wait - ENROLL TODAY!
IMPORTANT: Members will not receive credit for attending any events, meetings or activities
until they are officially enrolled in their clubs for the new year. Additionally, for those who
plan to participate in the Loudoun County Fair, enrollment must be completed prior to January 1st, 2020.

County News

Holiday Hours & Winter Weather Policy
Extension Office Holiday Schedule 2019

Closed on Tuesday, December 24th
Re-Open Thursday, December 26th, 8:30am
Closed on Wednesday, January 1st
Re-Open Thursday, January 2nd, 8:30am

Inclement Weather Policy:
The Extension Office follows the Loudoun County government openings and
closings. If the government is closed, delayed or releasing early, our office will do
the same.
4-H programs will follow along with Loudoun County Public Schools. If schools
are closed or let out early, 4-H programs for that day/evening will be cancelled. If
Club Leaders feel that the roads are clear enough in time for their program, they
will contact the Extension Office for guidance. In the event that the clubs continue with a program when schools have been cancelled, 4-H members can not be
penalized for missing that program.
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Achievement Night 2019
On November 16th, Loudoun County 4-H staff handed out over 460 award certificates
to dedicated 4-H members and adult volunteers. The evening started out with a fantastic dinner coordinated by 4-H Volunteer, Tammy Lynch. We then moved into the auditorium for our
awards presentation and end of the year slideshow.
Program Highlights:
Virginia 4-H All Stars 2019: Emily Csizmadia, Sarah El-Gafy, Roxanne Howard, Calle Junker,
Reece Murray (Honorary Adult), Leah Scharf, James Schooling and Amanda Thomas
Outstanding 4-H Junior: Mary Grace Menuey
Outstanding 4-H Intermediate: Viktoria Scharf
Outstanding 4-H Senior: Roxanne Howard
I Dare You! Award: Camryn Monroe and Leah Scharf
4-H Volunteer of the Year: Tammy Lynch
4-H Family of the Year: The Hallan Family
18 Years of Volunteer Service: Mark Gaylord, Claire Griffith, Jackie McClintic and Rodney Monroe

A huge congratulations to all of our award winners
on another successful year!
We hope you decide to join us next November for
Achievement Night 2020!

County News
Virginia 4-H Dairy Judging Team Success!
Submitted By: Jeremy Daubert, Coach
The Virginia 4-H dairy judging team just returned from a successful trip to the North
American International livestock exposition in Louisville, KY. Team members (from left to right

below) included Eleanor Harrison, Loudoun County; Hayley Daubert, Rockingham County; Salem Sifford, Fauquier County; and Regan Jackson, Clarke County. The team was coached by
Jeremy Daubert and Lois Skeen.
All four members of the team had to place ten classes of four dairy animals on conformation and give four sets of oral reasons to a judge on why they placed those classes that
way. The team placed 2nd out of 21 teams competing. Individually, Regan and Eleanor placed
6th and 4th place overall respectively.
The team was picked in the summer after the state dairy judging contest and regular
practices were held throughout the summer and fall at local and regional farms and fairs. The
NAILE is considered one of just three national 4-H dairy judging contests. All four of the girls
have more years of eligibility left and hope to participate in the other two national contests in
the future. Many thanks go out to the numerous dairy farmers and industry supporters of this
team and contest!

Club News
Alpaca Club
Submitted By: Fallon Murphy
This month, the Double 8 Alpaca Farm welcomed three new babies; Starlight (female), Mystery (female), and Oto (male). Oto, the
youngest one, has a birth abnormality. He has three toes on each foot
instead of two. The oldest baby, Jack, who was born a few weeks earlier,
is a preemie and is still bottle fed. When he was very little, he wouldn’t
take to his mother. Jack is a role model to the other babies now, and because he was bottle fed, he will come right up to you. Some other babies
follow him around. We also had two shows this month, The Maryland
Alpaca Fleece Festival and the Virginia Alpaca Owners and Breeders Association. It was the first show experience for many of our 4-Hers. They
all showed in both obstacle and showmanship. Everyone did very well!

Beef Club
Submitted By: Taylor Miller

On November 20th the Beef Club held their monthly meeting. In this meeting, we voted to
have a canned/non-perishable food drive at our next meeting and adopt a family as community
service for the Christmas time. We also did a sign-up for committees such as fundraising, sponsorships, community service, and demonstrations, along with parent volunteers to supervise the
committees. Housing arrangements are due on December 28th for marketing. We have also chosen to have our oyster dinner on March 4, 2020 or April 28th if that date is unavailable. For our
educational portion of the meeting, we learned how to properly feed a steer. Our next meeting
will be held on December 11th at 7:00pm where we will be exchanging gifts of $10 or less.

Club News
Poultry Club
Submitted By: Hannah Maison
The Poultry Club’s second official meeting was held on November 21st and was called to
order at 7:11pm. Pledges were said and the reports of all officers were given. The first business
discussed was the shirts and hats that would be for sale during the 2020 Fair week for approximately ten to fifteen dollars. All members of the club were given an update on how the design
and the price of the shirts were being handled, and the leaders said that they were working on a
design. The leaders also estimated that the shirt and hat sales would bring in a profit of about
$500. However, this estimate may raise or drop as the year moves forward. On the topic of raising money, the club moved on to discussing the bank balance. After premiums, the club had a total of $4,442.87.
The Loudoun County Poultry Club also took the next ten or so minutes to remind all members that the sign-up for officially joining the club was still open and that members must join to
be able to show at the 2020 Loudoun County Fair. Anyone can sign up by going to the website
http://loudoun4h.weebly.com/join-a-club.html and following the instructions on the document
under the Enrollment Procedures subtitles.
After that, the 4-H Poultry leader reminded all parents of the one dollar donations for a
Tree of Life Thanksgiving. All donations were to be given to Mrs. Butler-Landes, one of the club
leaders, at the meeting’s adjournment. There was another reminder that all previous Poultry Club
Project Books had been returned and that any left were in a box by the exit. The final reminder of
the meeting was to sign up for the mentor/mentee program. This program includes experienced
members of the club being paired with newer members with similar poultry interests. For example, a novice that is interested in raising Polish hens would be paired with Viktoria, who is a senior
club member that raises primarily Polish chickens. After a short discussion of the mentor/mentee
program, a new program was displayed called the Breed of the Month presentations. This
month’s presentation was about the cochin breed of chicken. The presentation lasted about ten
minutes and was very interesting.
Afterwards, the club grouped into committees and discussed ideas for the next twenty or
so minutes. Quickly afterward, each committee gave a brief report of what they discussed. Next,
they talked about the rules of the club and all members and parents were free to ask questions or
add any input or opinions they had. Since Christmas is quickly approaching, the club went over
plans for the upcoming holiday and decided to take part in the Leesburg Christmas Party and possibly have a party during the December meeting. As the last discussion, Viktoria gave a short unofficial presentation on her experience at the Ohio State Poultry Show and encouraged everyone
to look into the show. Lastly, the meeting was adjourned and there was no after meeting education program.

Club News
Canterlopes
Submitted By: Adrienne Sheffer
In the month of November, 2019, the Canterlopes 4-H Club held our monthly meeting at
the Philomont Firehouse. Our topic of the month was trail safety, presented by Adrienne. We discussed club business and played an ice breaker game. Also during our meeting, we had the second half of our horse reproduction presentation. The first half was done at our previous meeting.
This presentation was very interesting and educational. On November 16 th, many of our members
attended Achievement Night and some got awards and were recognized. Our next meeting will
be held on December 10th.
Goat Club
Submitted By: Lillian Vale

The Loudoun County 4-H Goat Club held its meeting on November 11, 2019. We talked
about the upcoming events, such as the t-shirt contest and soap fundraiser. We then briefly discussed the December meeting in which we will have a gift exchange and potluck dinner. After
conversing about our many upcoming events we had a presentation about goat types from Clay.
Our next meeting will be held on December 9, 2019.

Chefs & Stitches
Submitted By: Madilyn Swiger
On Saturday, November 2nd, Chefs and Stitches had our second meeting of the year! This
month, we sewed some fun fall themed table decorations. We had the choice to sew a little turkey or leaf shaped coasters. After we made our creations, we all made no-sew pumpkins with
some fabric, a roll of toilet paper and a stick. We all had so much fun sewing our creations. Next
month on December 7th, we will be baking cookies and then giving them to those in need!

Club News
Dairy Club
Submitted By: Rebecca Little
For our November meeting we had a lunch meeting from 1-3pm on November 3 at the
farm in Leesburg. New members came, eleven members were present. To end the meeting we
had a fun group activity!
Overlook
Submitted By: Spencer Dyson
The Overlook Horse Farm 4-H meeting began at 7:05pm on Nov 20th and ended promptly
at 8pm. Our group was happy to be meeting in the warmth of our leaders’ home! We had two
new members join, so we re-introduced the whole group. Our group has never been so big!
There was no old business to discuss. The Treasurer gave their report and we made good earnings at our 1st fundraiser in October which was the Overlook Farm horse show. We discussed
fundraising and volunteer opportunities, the Fair, record books (we passed out the ones from last
year, as well as the Achievement certificates), and assigned additional project horses. The
meeting topics were similar to the last meeting, but we needed to go over everything again for
the benefit of new members. We did decide upon a fun volunteer opportunity for our next
meeting. You’ll have to wait until my next report to find out what it is…the only hint is that we all
have to bring in an old t-shirt!
The Overlook Farm 4-H group hopes everyone has a happy holiday season!
Swine Club
Submitted By: Camryn Monroe
At our last meeting, the Swine Club discussed new fundraising ideas and members
brought in canned food for Loudoun Interfaith Relief. We will be having a separate dinner for a
fundraiser in March and also be participating in Glenwood. Happy Holidays! Our next meeting is
December 11th at 7pm at Sykes Hall—all are welcome! Don’t forget to bring a gift for the white
elephant gift exchange!
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