THE 4-H FOCUS
December 2020

4-H Families and Friends,
Well folks, we’ve finally hit the end of 2020—a year that
many of us are ready to say goodbye to. Though we don’t know
what 2021 will bring, we’re optimistic that we’ll be able to get back
to some of our regular programming and spend some time together. If that’s not a possibility, we know that our 4-Hers will still push
forward and continue to make positive changes in our community!
As we’ve stated before, we are so thankful to be a part of
such a wonderful program. You guys are the reason we love coming to work each day. We
continue to be amazed by your determination and growth. Keep up the great work!
Wishing everyone a safe and happy holiday season. Whether your family is near or
far (in-person or virtual), enjoy the time together. We look forward to “seeing” you in 2021.

Carly Wright

Kim Monroe

4-H Extension Agent

4-H Program Technician

carlymg@vt.edu

kmonroe@vt.edu

Extension is a joint program of Virginia Tech, Virginia State University, the U.S. Department of Agriculture, and state and local governments.
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County News
4-H Club Enrollment 2020-2021
Enrollment for Loudoun County 4-H is completed online through the web-based program, 4-H Online. All returning members must re-enroll every year, even if all of their information remains the same.
To access the NEW 4-H Online system, please visit: https://v2.4honline.com.
Instructions for enrollment were sent out to the county listserv on October 27 th. For questions
about registering with 4-H Online, please call Kim directly at 703-737-8880.
Please be sure to only enroll in the clubs that you will actually be active in.
IMPORTANT: Members will not receive credit for attending any events, meetings or activities
until they are officially enrolled in their clubs for the new year. A grace period was given until
December 1st to allow adequate time to complete enrollment this year.
Additionally, for those who plan to participate in the Loudoun County Fair, enrollment must be
completed prior to January 1st, 2021.

County News

Achievement Night 2020
On November 21st, we premiered our annual awards recognition program to 4-H families and supporters over Zoom. Over 160 youth and 45 volunteers were recognized for their
hard work and dedication this past year. Though not our traditional format, we are thankful to
still have had the opportunity to celebrate everyone’s accomplishments! For those who were
unable to join us, the video will be made available soon.
Program Highlights:
Virginia 4-H All Stars 2020: Carter Ault, Noah Esper, Eleni Kasianides and Arielle Knight
Outstanding 4-H Junior: Grace Kasianides
Outstanding 4-H Intermediate: Christina Andreyko
Outstanding 4-H Senior: Eleni Kasianides
I Dare You! Award: Eleni Kasianides
4-H Volunteer of the Year: Donna Stanford
4-H Family of the Year: The Kasianides Family
19 Years of Volunteer Service: Mark Gaylord, Claire Griffith, Jackie McClintic and Rodney
Monroe

Congratulations to all!
Reminder: Project books and awards will be available for pick-up at the Extension Office every
Monday through Thursday between 2:00pm and 5:00pm starting Monday, December 7 th. Any
project books and Achievement Night awards not picked up by January 1st will be given to club
leaders to distribute at a later time.

County News

Holiday Hours & Winter Weather Policy
Extension Office Holiday Schedule 2020

Closed on Thursday, December 24th and Friday, December 25th
Closed on Friday, January 1st

Inclement Weather Policy:
The Extension Office follows the Loudoun County government openings and
closings. If the government is closed, delayed or releasing early, our office will do
the same.
4-H programs will follow along with Loudoun County Public Schools. If schools
are closed or let out early, 4-H programs for that day/evening will be cancelled.*
If Club Leaders feel that the roads are clear enough in time for their program,
they will contact the Extension Office for guidance. In the event that the clubs
continue with a program when schools have been cancelled, 4-H members can
not be penalized for missing that program.

*This includes any virtual meetings or programs. If Loudoun County Public
Schools (whether hosting in-person or through virtual learning) are closed, all inperson and virtual meetings and programs are also cancelled. If a virtual meeting
is still held, 4-H members still can not be penalized for missing the meeting.

Club News
Poultry Club
Submitted By: Hailey Hendershot
The November Poultry Club meeting was held virtually on November 19th. Norah led us in the
pledges. We discussed the club’s budget and what was spent on premiums for the virtual show. During the
meeting we also discussed how to make sure everyone was signed up for Loudoun County 4-H clubs and if
they wanted to participate in Achievement Night, they needed to sign up. We discussed the Poultry Club
Mentor Program and how it would work. We talked about the Ohio National Poultry Show results. Plans
were made to start working on a Facebook Poultry Picture Contest, as well as the Spring Q&A at the library.
Stella presented the Illness of the Month. She talked all about Pullorum, the symptoms, transmission, and prevention. Mrs. Butler-Landes showed the club a presentation about how she uses Airtable to
keep track of her poultry, farm expenses, etc.

Canterlopes
Submitted By: Zoe Sanborn
On November 10th we held our monthly meeting at Sykes Hall. We welcomed a few new members: Olivia, Mikayla, and Macy. During our business meeting we elected minor Officers to include our Historian, Coupon Coordinator, and Reporters. We also selected our activities committee. We discussed
changes to and approved our club bylaws, the county fair rules for our club, and the club budget. Following our business meeting we had a presentation on buying and selling horses from Mr. Mike Jennings, an
industry leader in the horse auction business. Mr. Jennings discussed different things to look for when
buying a horse, and things that will help market a horse for sale.

Student Auto Racing
Submitted By: John Enloe
Hello everybody! This month on November 7th, the club held an online business meeting to vote
on new club documents. The club voted on the club 4-H Property Inventory Form, the club budget, the
Civil Rights Compliance Form, the club Charter, and the Annual Planning Form. Sadly the club was not able
to hold our second meeting this month due to COVID-19. That’s, it!

Rabbit Hopping Club
Submitted By: Mary Grace Menuey
The Loudoun County 4-H Rabbit Hopping Club held its November Zoom meeting on November
13th. We started the meeting by reviewing our finished business such as the Heritage Farm Museum community service event, which some of our members went to in October. We also discussed our upcoming 4H and club events like virtual Achievement Night and our club’s pet food drive. We looked over the new
club project books and Alisa Hart presented a lesson on how to correctly handle a rabbit. Our next
meeting will be held on December 11th.

Club News
Beef Club
Submitted By: Taylor Miller
The Beef Club held their monthly meeting November 18, 2020 at 7pm. The club held both an inperson and online meeting. The club briefly went over old business and discussed the Purcellville Christmas parade. This year the parade is set to be a reverse parade, where the floats sit still while the community drives
by. The club decided not to participate in the 2020 parade.
Ms. Stanford also said that our December meeting will be
the first community service opportunity. The club is requesting canned food and non-perishable foods be brought
to the December meeting. If you choose not to attend the
meeting in person, please still collect food and take to the
Tree of Life in Purcellville. When dropping your donations
off, please take a photo and submit to Ms. Stanford or Mrs.
Hernandez in order to receive participation credit for the
community service project.
The Beef Club welcomed Mr. Eric Hilgartner as a
guest speaker. Mr. Hilgartner spoke about selection of animals based on judging techniques. Mr. Hilgartner showed us the parts of cattle that make the most impact on future development and what to look for
in a young animal to ensure proper growth and soundness. Thank you Mr. Hilgartner for your time!
The next Beef Club meeting is tentatively scheduled for in-person at the Loudoun County Fairgrounds
(with an online meeting option available) December 16, 2020 @ 7pm.
Leaps and Squeaks
Submitted By: Grace Kasianides
The Loudoun County 4-H Leaps and Squeaks Club held their meeting on November 20th, 2020. We
had a presentation on Winter Rabbit Care that was taught by Roxanne Howard. We also had a goals survey
sent out to the club so that we are prepared for this coming year. Our next meeting will be on December
18th, 2020.
Dairy Club
Submitted By: Emmy Moore
The Dairy Club members would like to congratulate all award winners at Achievement Night! We
are so proud of you all!
We were hoping to meet at Sykes Hall this month but ended up doing a Zoom meeting on Nov. 17.
We started the meeting with the pledges then reviewed and approved our rules for the club. We talked
about a fundraiser and how to make it happen (details coming soon!). We are hoping that our December
meeting can be at Sykes Hall.
After discussing business, we reviewed different breeds of dairy cows. Mrs. Judy gave us homework to find something interesting about each breed of dairy cow and to tell our favorite breed. We will
meet again in December and share what we learned.

Club News
Alpaca Club
Submitted By: Sarah Jeffers
During the month of November, we held our business meeting on the 5th. We have been
coming up with many creative ideas for fundraisers, and are planning to have a Pampered Chef
fundraiser.
During everyone’s first farm visit, we began to halter train the crias. The second farm
visit, we helped Mr. and Mrs. Kittrell with monthly herd health. We helped them give the Ivermectin shots to prevent the Meningeal Worm. The Wednesday group helped with the crias and
the adult girls, while the Monday group helped with the “teen boys” and the adult boys.
During the 4-H Awards Night, all of our members were awarded something. Our Club
Recognitions will be listed first. Both Christina Andreyko and Fallon Murphy were awarded with
perfect attendance, which is attending all of the business meetings held. Mia Anderson, Sarah
Jeffers, Andrew Karcher, and Eden Reck were all awarded with Club Spirit, which is an achievement for members who participate in several club educational and/or enrichment activities, have
submitted their project book, and show promise as a future leader. Evan and Charlie Price were
awarded with Teamwork, which is an award for members who are always willing to do whatever
that needs to be done. The special Camelid Whisperer was awarded to Eden Reck. This achievement is for a member who exhibits versatility and natural, instinctive abilities in handling animals.
The next awards were the Club Level Awards. Mia Anderson, a Senior member of the
alpaca club, was awarded with the Rookie Award, which is awarded to a first-year member with
enthusiasm, and for their learning and outstanding growth. Fallon Murphy, an Intermediate
member of the Alpaca Club, received the Leadership Award, which is awarded to a member who
embodies the true spirit of 4-H by demonstrating service and leadership skills in their interactions
with everyone they encounter. They strengthen the club and encourage youth and promote 4-H
values. Christina, also a Senior member of the Alpaca Club, was awarded with the Emerald Clover
Award. This award is given to a member who distinguishes themselves with exceptional service,
leadership and citizenship qualities by showing constant initiative and through positive impact
within their communities at the club, county, district and even state and national level. They always show great effort and take on many opportunities. However, one of our members was recognized four times by the county (County Level Recognition). Christina Andreyko was recognized
for her Leadership, Achievement and Citizenship. Christina also received the Loudoun County
Outstanding Intermediate Award for 2020. Congrats to all of our members!
Our next business meeting will take place on December 3rd.

Happy Holidays!
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