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THE 4-H FOCUS              
December 2021 

4-H Families and Friends, 
  
 Though we’re only a couple months into the new 4-H year, it’s time to 
bid farewell to 2021 in just a few short weeks. Congratulations once again on all 
you have accomplished over the past twelve months. It was such an amazing 
feeling to see everyone come back strong after things were turned upside down 
in 2020. 
 Looking forward to January, our first county/state level event will be 4-H Day at the Capitol 
in Richmond. Be on the lookout for more information via email in the next few weeks. This event is 
for Intermediate and Senior members (13-18) and will take place on January 19th. 
 If there’s an opportunity or event you’ve been thinking about participating in the past few 
years, but just never could decide, 2022 would be a fantastic time to give it a try!  As long as policies 
allow, we hope to be back full swing with in person programming. 
 From all of us at the VCE Loudoun Office, we wish you an enjoyable holiday season full of 
love and good health. See you in 2022! 

Kim Monroe 

4-H Program Technician 

kmonroe@vt.edu 

Carly Wright 

4-H Extension Agent 

carlymg@vt.edu 

 

 



 

4-H Enrollment - NOW OPEN! 

2021 - 2022 
 

 Enrollment for Loudoun County 4-H is completed online through the web-based pro-
gram, 4-H Online. All returning members must re-enroll every year, even if all of their infor-
mation remains the same.  

 

To access 4-H Online, please visit: https://v2.4honline.com 

 

Detailed instructions for new enrollment were sent out to the county listserv on October 29th. 
For questions about registering with 4-H Online, please contact Kim at kmonroe@vt.edu. 

 

It only takes a few minutes, so don’t wait - ENROLL TODAY! 
 

IMPORTANT: Members will not receive credit for attending any events, meetings or activities 
until they are officially enrolled in their clubs for the new year. A grace period was given until 
December 1st to allow adequate time to complete enrollment. Additionally, for those who plan 
to participate in the Loudoun County Fair, enrollment must be completed prior to January 1st, 
2022. 
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Holiday Hours & Winter Weather Policy 

 

Extension Office Holiday Schedule 2021 

 

 

Closed: Thursday, December 23rd through Friday, December 24th  

Closed: Friday, December 31st  

 

 

Inclement Weather Policy: 

 

The Extension Office follows the Loudoun County government open-
ings and  closings. If the government is closed, delayed or releasing 
early, our office will do the same.  

 

4-H programs will follow along with Loudoun County Public Schools. If 
schools are closed or let out early, 4-H programs for that day/evening 
will be cancelled. If club leaders feel that the roads are clear enough in 
time for their program, they will contact the Extension Office for guid-
ance. In the event that the clubs continue with a program when 
schools have been cancelled, 4-H members can not be penalized for 
missing that program.  
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Achievement Night 2021 
 

 On November 13th, Loudoun County 4-H staff handed out over 350 award certificates 
to dedicated 4-H members and adult volunteers. Though it was a little chilly in the Show Barn, 
we were overjoyed to be back in person to celebrate all of your achievements! We ended the 
night in Sykes Hall watching a fun-filled slideshow, compliments of Lisa Posada. 

 

Program Highlights: 

 

Virginia 4-H All Stars 2021: Amelia Abbe, Paisley Ashland, Erin Calley, Daniel Morrison, Jona-
than Morrison, Sarah Noel and Mackenzie Shore 

 

Outstanding 4-H Junior: Peter Menuey 

Outstanding 4-H Intermediate: Kashvi Ramani 

Outstanding 4-H Senior: Stella Pettit 

 

I Dare You! Award: Sadie Cooper 

4-H Volunteer of the Year: Claire Griffith 

4-H Family of the Year: The Ault Family 

 

10+ Years of Volunteer Service: Cindy Huddleston and Christy McMann 

20 Years of Volunteer Service: Mark Gaylord, Claire Griffith, Jackie McClintic and Rodney  
Monroe 

 

 

Congratulations to all who were recognized.  
We are so proud of you! 
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American Rabbit Breeders Association (ARBA)  

98th National Convention 
Results 

 
 Congratulations to all of the Loudoun County 4-H Rabbit & Cavy Club members who participat-
ed! We’re so proud of you! 
 
Mary Grace Menuey 
 
Blue Ribbons in Intermediate: 
• Black & White Photography (and Best of Division!) 
• Colored Photography 
• Other Craft 
• Decorative Woodworking 
• Painting 
 
Red Ribbon in Intermediate: 
• Educational Poster 
 
Royalty Contest: 
• 4th Runner-up Intermediate Breed ID 
• 1st  Runner-up ARBA Duchess (second in the nation!) 
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Eleni Kasianides 
   
Blue Ribbons in Senior: 
• Photography 
• Poem 
 
Rabbit Hopping: 
• 4th Place 

Anna Kasianides 
 
Breed Show: 
• 3rd Place Holland Lop, Broken Senior 

Buck 
 
Blue Ribbon in Intermediate: 
• Short Story 
 
Rabbit Hopping: 
• 5th Place 

Grace Kasianides 
 
Red Ribbon in Junior: 
• Educational Poster 
 

Royalty Contest: 
• Duchess Finalist 



Club News 

 

Temple Hall 
Submitted By: Clarice Henry 
 
 The November meeting was called to order at 7:05pm on the 3rd of the month. This 
meeting the main thing we discussed was plans for our December community service projects. 
Throughout the meeting we discussed various ideas and finally decided on holiday gifts for resi-
dents in a local nursing home. We also did our junior officer elections, as well as laying out plans 
for our December meeting and holiday party. Members have begun going to the farms and learn-
ing new things to start off the year. Our next meeting will be held at 7:00PM on December 1st at 
Sykes Hall.  
 
Dairy Club 
Submitted By: Emmy Moore 
 
 The Dairy Club’s November meeting was called 
to order on November 7th at 1:14pm, by our President, 
Becca! During our meeting we talked about 4-H Awards 
Night, which is November 13th at the fairgrounds. We 
also discussed our upcoming fundraiser and activities 
for the next meeting. 
 After our meeting, Dr. Gast reviewed the parts 
of a dairy cow using a matching game. We had a 
Friendsgiving party at Mrs. Judy’s house after the edu-
cational part was finished! It was so good! We had piz-
za, rice, chicken, meatballs, brownies, and all the good 
stuff! It was so good and fun to talk with everyone! 

 
Sheep & Goat Club 
Submitted By: Amelia Huddleston 
 
 For the November Sheep & Goat Club meeting we quickly ran over the success of the bulb 
planting community service project we did in October. Each of the members expressed how 
much they enjoyed spending time with their fellow 4-H members while doing something for the 
community. Our leaders reminded us of Achievement Night, and we also voted on participating in 
the joint December meeting with other clubs. Our older members explained to the newer mem-
bers that this joint December meeting has been a long standing tradition in which we hold a 
white elephant and get to socialize with other clubs as a holiday treat. After discussing and voting 
on that, we then went over the Sheep & Goat Club’s Fair participation rules. Clay, our 
Vice President, ruled to amend rule number three, stating that all senior members (14+) are re-
quired to give a presentation. We did not have an education portion of the meeting, so then the 
meeting was adjourned.  



Club News 

 
Canterlopes 
Submitted By: Zoe Sanborn 
 
 Our club held our meeting on November 9th at Lynden Farm. We didn't have a topic of 
the month this month. For our unfinished business, we talked about the blanket making/game 
night. Mrs. Jackie reviewed that a club polo order would be placed soon and that she had t-
shirts available if anyone wanted them. For our icebreaker, everyone introduced themselves 
and said if they are a "mare" person or a "gelding" person. For our new business, we discussed 
our upcoming holiday party and participation in the Holiday Parades for Purcellville and 
Leesburg. For our education we borrowed some of Lynden Farm's ponies and learned about 
emergency dismounts and why they are a useful skill to have. Several of our members also 
attended Achievement Night on the 13th. Our next meeting will be December 14th. 
 
Swine Club 
Submitted By: Makenzie Lynch 
 
 We had our meeting on November 10th. Our Club decided to do 2 community service 
projects: one for Thanksgiving meals and one for Christmas gifts for several local families. As a 
fundraiser for this year, we are selling chances on a hog. We will have 2 winners and will be 
selling tickets until Jan 30th. Tickets are 1 for $10.00 or 3 for $25.00. Please contact any club 
member or leader if you are interested in purchasing tickets. The processing will be covered by 
the club and will be sent to Gore’s on Feb 2nd. The money we raise from the hog we will be 
used to purchase new gate systems for our shows during Fair.   
 
Beef Club 
Submitted By: Ava Hernandez 
 
 The Beef Club held their monthly meeting on November 17th at 7:00pm. We finished up 
voting for Fair awards and spoke about fundraising ideas. The club will be deciding whether or 
not to do the oyster dinner at next month’s meeting. The club also elected to participate in the 
Valentine’s Day dance put on by the Swine Club, in addition to a joint meeting with other clubs 
in December. After our meeting we enjoyed snacks while learning about leg structure and body 
parts of cattle.  
 A few updates: The Glenwood Livestock Expo will be held on April 9th, 2022 at the 
Loudoun County Fairgrounds and the Virginia Breeders Show in Chatham will be on December 
12th, 2021.  
 Our next meeting is December 8th at 7:00pm. This is our joint holiday meeting, so if you 
plan on participating in the gift exchange please remember to bring a gift! 
 
  

 



Club News 

 
Innovation Club 
Submitted By: Rekha Kathuroju 
 

This month has been a great start to our new and wonderful on-coming month. We are 
learning more every class day. One example of what we are learning now is coding with Arduino. 
We are also introducing everyone to their new Google classrooms in which they will learn more 
about fun and collaborative topics. We are all ready and excited about starting this new year of 
learning coding, machine learning, and so much more! 
 
Eastern Loudoun 
Submitted By: Jennah Mashaal 
 
 Eastern Loudoun 4-H Club held their November meeting on Sunday afternoon at the 
Hillside Elementary School. We had our general meeting and then we made beautiful cards for at 
-risk youth through Mobile Hope. We wrote nice messages to brighten their day and decorated 
them. We also brought socks of all sizes to donate to Mobile Hope with our cards.  
 
Shooting Education 
Submitted By: Mark Gaylord 
 
 On November 13th the Loudoun County 4-H Shooting 
Club held their last outdoor meeting for 2021. The club "carved" 
pumpkins at 50 feet using .22 rimfire. While Michael Angelo 
won’t loose his place in art history, a few recognizable faces 
were created. While the day was rainy and had a little sleet 
mixed in, everyone had a good time.   



Club News 

  
Poultry Club 
Submitted By:  Norah McCormick 
 

The weather is getting chilly, the nights are getting dark, and it’s officially too cold out-
side to host a meeting outside Sykes Hall. That said, I’m personally not too keen on freezing my 
gizzard off, so maybe our club’s move indoors is for the better. 

This month’s Poultry Club meeting was nonetheless quite eventful: our wonderful Vice 
President, Sadie Cooper, was awarded the I Dare You Award at 4-H Achievement Night earlier 
this November! Congratulations to Sadie and the numerous other award winners within and 
outside of our club. Your outstanding character is what keeps 4-H going. 

Our members have noticed some of the other clubs’ awesome merchandise-- and as 
you know, chicken see, chicken do. Poultry Club is presently undergoing a “contest” of sorts 
between our members to design some official Poultry Club-themed merch! Stay tuned for the 
results (aka super-swag LoCo Poultry t-shirts and hoodies. We promise they’ll knock your socks 
off!) 

Next month we’ll be hosting our annual White Elephant holiday event! For those who 
aren’t familiar with this tradition, each club member brings in a mystery gift and adds it to a 
pile in the center of the room. Each person randomly chooses a gift from the pile-- and because 
this isn’t quite chaotic enough for Poultry Club standards, we’ve added some special rules! 
First, you aren’t allowed to buy your gift: it has to be owned or pre-made. Second, the gifts 
cannot be roosters, please and thank you. Third…in the past, it has been possible to steal gifts. 
This may or may not end badly. 

In the past we’ve had some pretty hilarious results with the White Elephant exchange: a 
single walkie talkie (which kind of needs a pair to, you know, operate), a rubber beach ball in a 
huge box that everyone swore was a rooster, and a box of Kraft Mac n’ Cheese with a cute 
hand-sewn chicken in it, the latter of which was stolen a ridiculous amount of times. 

Assuming most of us survive the White Elephant, more updates will arrive next month! 
Here’s hoping your Thanksgiving season was fun and restful (and for the record, turkeys are 
absolutely poultry and quite a few club members own them). 

 

 
Chefs & Stitches 
Submitted By: Oju Ramani 
 
 Our monthly 4-H Chefs and Stitches Club meeting was held on 
Saturday, November 6th at Sykes Hall. New business addressed the 
idea to do a food drive after the holidays through Mobile Hope or 
Loudoun Hunger Relief. After the meeting, everyone sewed pillows 
that are shaped like pieces of candy corn.  
 
 



 

    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Virginia Cooperative Extension  

County of Loudoun 

750 Miller Drive, SE, Suite F-3 

Leesburg, VA 20175 

(703) 777-0373 

http://loudoun4h.weebly.com 

 

 


