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THE 4-H FOCUS
December 2016

4-H Families and Friends,

We hope you all had a wonderful Thanksgiving and
are staying warm in this chilly weather. As we close
out 2016, begin thinking about how you can “make
the best better” in the upcoming year. What would
you like to see happen within your clubs and
Loudoun County 4-H in 2017? How can YOU be a
part of that change? Enjoy the holidays with your
loved ones and keep serving your community well!

Carly Griffith

Kim Monroe

Extension Agent, 4-H

4-H Program Technician

carlymg@vt.edu

kmonroe@vt.edu

We look forward to seeing you in the new year!
Extension is a joint program of Virginia Tech, Virginia State University, the U.S. Department of Agriculture, and state and local governments.
Virginia Cooperative Extension programs and employment are open to all, regardless of race, color, national origin, sex, religion, age, disability, political beliefs, sexual
orientation, or marital or family status. An equal opportunity/affirmative action employer.

Events - Recap

Achievement Night

Congratulations to all of the Loudoun 4-H members who took home awards on November 12th! We gave out over 150 awards by recognizing 4-H’ers for their hard work and
dedication to the 4-H program at the club, county and state level.
Highlights:
Virginia 4-H All-Stars 2016: Brad Douglas, Jacquelyn Noel & Cati-Adele Slater
Outstanding Loudoun County Senior 4-H Member: Cary Brown
Outstanding Loudoun County Intermediate 4-H Member: Camryn Monroe
Outstanding Loudoun County Junior 4-H Member: Melanie Sauter
“I Dare You” Award Recipients: Harrison Furlow & Jacquelyn Noel

4-H Family of the Year: The Monroe Family
4-H Leader of the Year: John McClintic
A HUGE thank you to the Miller Family for a wonderful dinner!

Thanks for another wonderful year - you all have so much to be proud of!

County News

Upcoming Events
Christmas Parades:
When: Saturday, December 10th
Where: Purcellville (12PM) and Leesburg (6PM)
Ride along in the town Christmas Parades and help advertise 4-H and the Loudoun County
Fair. Come to one or both! Contact Dave Brown (dkbrown@rstarmail.com) with questions. Parade meeting times and exact locations will be sent out over the listserv once they have been
finalized.
Pennsylvania Farm Show Trip:
When: Saturday, January 14th (All Day)
Where: Pennsylvania Farm Show Complex - Harrisburg, PA
Loudoun Fair & Associates has sponsored a charter bus for 4-H members who would like to
attend the PA Farm Show in 2017. Further details will be sent out over the listserv in the upcoming weeks. Space is LIMITED - please email John McClintic (ferrumcountry@yahoo.com) as
soon as possible to sign-up!
4-H Day at the Capitol: *Fair Qualifier*
When: January 24th (All-Day)
Where: State Capitol—Richmond, VA
While at the Capitol, 4-H members will meet with their local legislators, discuss their 4-H projects and serve as ambassadors of the Loudoun County 4-H program. Space is LIMITED - please
email Carly (carlymg@vt.edu) to sign-up!
Loudoun County 4-H Presentation Day & Table Setting Contest: *Fair Qualifier*

When: Wednesday, February 22nd (6:30PM)
Where: Sykes Hall, Loudoun County Fairgrounds
More details to follow next month.

County News

Holiday Hours & Winter Weather Policy
Extension Office Holiday Schedule 2016
Closed on Friday, December 23rd
Re-open Tuesday, December 27th, 8:30am
Closed January 2nd
Re-open Tuesday, January 3rd, 8:30am

Inclement Weather Policy:

The Extension Office follows the Loudoun County government openings and
closings. If the government is closed, delayed, or releasing early, our office will
do the same.
4-H programs will follow along with Loudoun County Public Schools. If schools
are closed or let out early, 4-H programs for that day/evening will be cancelled.
If Club Leaders feel that the roads are clear enough in time for their program,
they will contact the Extension Office for guidance. In the event that the clubs
continue with a program when schools have been cancelled, 4-H members
cannot be penalized for missing that program.

Club News
Eastern Loudoun Club
Submitted By: Noah Hallan
At the start of the meeting, we answered roll call with “our favorite Thanksgiving food.” For
most people it was mashed potatoes. After we discussed old and new business we looked at
our community drives. Bradley Kuhn collected coats for the LINK Coat Drive, and Tiffani Hallan
introduced the Pet Pantry Drive.
Following the general meeting, Max Rohr talked about renewable energy. Rohr is a construction academy manager for REHAU. Rohr wanted to talk about how fossil fuels will run out in
the next 60-90 years. To demonstrate his point, he lined up ten volunteers. Three represented
industry, three represented transportation, and the last four were residential and commercial
power use. With this demonstration he showed how much power goes into certain things. His
suggestions for renewable energy were: solar, wind and hydro-electric power. 4-Hers left the
meeting more informed about renewable energy.

Temple Hall Non-Ownership Sheep Club
Submitted By: Lilly Eubanks

It was the second meeting of the year and it took place at Davilin Farm. The air was chilly and
the barn smelled of sheep and fresh hay. We sat down, took roll, said our pledges and talked
about unfinished business. Then we talked about new business. Next, we took a tour of the
farm. We got to see how the farm did things differently than everyone else’s sheep farm. We
saw their practices with the sheep and we got to learn how to wash the sheep and take good
care of a sheep at the fair.
We got to learn about sorting good wool from the bad wool and how dirty wool is good sometimes because it can be cleaned at the mill. We learned a lot at our November meeting and
overall the meeting was fun, educational and very successful.

At Old Orchard Farm, the barn where we kept the sheep was made of wood and had lots of
spider webs. Our farmer, Mr. Johnson said they were good to have around because if you cut
yourself on something in the barn, you could put spider webs on your wound to slow the
bleeding. That day we mucked the first part of the barn out. We used pitchforks to pry up the
mud, straw and lime stone that was caked onto the ground. Mr. Johnson said he used lime because it kills the bacteria that comes from the sheep’s stomach. We used apple pickers to get
up smaller pieces of the dried up mud mixture. Then we put the manure in the manure
spreader. After we were done we got to feed Mr. Johnson’s steer alfalfa squares.

Club News

Make dinner a selfless act by joining us for a fundraiser to
support Temple Hall Sheep Club (Part of Loudoun County 4-H).
Come in to the Chipotle at 1001 Edwards Ferry Road NE in
Leesburg on Sunday, December 11th between 4:00pm and
9:00pm. Bring in this flyer, show it on your smartphone or tell
the cashier you’re supporting the cause to make sure that 50%
of the proceeds will be donated to Temple Hall Sheep Club
(Part of Loudoun County 4-H).

Gift card purchases during fundraisers do not count towards total donated sales, but purchases
made with an existing gift card will count.

Club News
Rabbit Hopping
Submitted By: Adrianna Evans
In November, our new officers completed their training and conducted their first official meeting
with Calle Junker as President, Eleni Kasianides as Vice President, Teagan Russell as Secretary and
Sarah Burns as Treasurer. The club voted to adopt its club rules, Constitution and Bylaws and an
annual plan and budget. Adrianna Evans volunteered and was voted in to serve as the new club
Reporter and Anna Kasianides as the new club Historian.

Members of the club brought in food, money and other donations for a Pet Drive to support animals at the Loudoun County Animal Shelter. The club delivered over 60 pounds of pet food,
treats and toys for cats, dogs and rabbits, along with $161 in donations. Sarah Burns contributed
a tremendous amount from donations from Petco in Ranston and from donations earned through
a bake sale.
Calle conducted a short rabbit hopping training session, demonstrating proper handling and rabbit hopping rules. It was a good review for experienced handlers and a great introduction for
new handlers.
On Saturday, Nov. 19th, members of the club met in front of Ketterman’s at the Virginia Village
Shopping Center in Leesburg to decorate a Christmas tree designated for various 4-H clubs and
community service organizations. Our club was the first to get this holiday tradition started and
the tree looks fantastic for the 2016 holiday season!

Club News
Entomology
Submitted By: Gage Young
This week, Thursday evening at
6:30PM the Entomology Club met.
This month we discussed different
types of water insects. Who knew
there were so many kinds and how
unique they are? At the end of our
meeting we were able to create our
own insects from clay, paper and pipe
cleaners. We also decided, as a club, to have a canned food collection in
February.

Chefs & Stiches
Submitted By: Alisa Hart
Hi we are a new club in 4-H, Chefs & Stitches! For this year we are focusing on learning to cook and
sew! We are hoping to be able to use our new skills to help our community!! For our first meeting,
we elected officers and went over the principles of a 4-H meeting! We then cooked a Thanksgiving
dinner (for lunch) with chicken, three different types of rolls, stuffing, sweat potato casserole, green
bean casserole, gravy, mashed potatoes, pumpkin pie and apple pie!
It was all very good and everyone had a lot of fun making it!

Swine Club
Submitted By: Brennan Halveland
The Swine Club had its first official meeting on November 9th, which was called to order by this year's
President, Mackenzie Ashby. The club Treasurer, Riley Ashby, went over the Treasurer’s report which
came out to be $1,604.54. The club discussed a Chipotle fundraiser that will be held at the Leesburg
Chipotle on December 5th from 5PM-9PM. The club will receive 50% of the proceeds made in that
time as long as the customer mentions the Swine Club. A Krispy Kreme fundraiser was discussed as a
possibility in February or March. Next, the club discussed and approved the budget. The club decided
on about $2,000 to cover premiums, awards, etc. Next, the club brought up Heifer International, a
community service project which gives the option of donating an animal and/or sending a child to
school in an underprivileged country. The club decided to do both, send a pig and send a child to
school. The total amount donated was $395. Lastly, the club went over and approved the rules for
the Swine Club. After the rules were approved the meeting was adjourned.

Club News

Make dinner a selfless act by joining us for a fundraiser to
support the Loudoun County 4-H Swine Club.
Come in to the Chipotle at 1001 Edwards Ferry Road NE in
Leesburg on Monday, December 5th between 5:00pm and
9:00pm. Bring in this flyer, show it on your smartphone or tell
the cashier you’re supporting the cause to make sure that 50%
of the proceeds will be donated to the Loudoun County 4-H Swine Club.

Gift card purchases during fundraisers do not count towards total donated sales, but purchases
made with an existing gift card will count.

Club News
Dairy Club
Submitted By: Sarah El-Gafy
The Dairy Club met on November 12th at the Harrison Family farm. The meeting started with a brief
history lesson on dairy farms in Loudoun County followed by a milking demonstration given by Dr.
Gast. The members then headed inside for a barbeque potluck and rounded off the day with the business meeting where they discussed upcoming events and plans. The Dairy Club’s next meeting will be
held on December 6th at the Loudoun Valley Community Center. They will also be holding a bake sale
at the Purcellville Christmas parade on December 10th and the members welcome everyone to come
out and support the club.

Sheep Club
Submitted By: Amelia Huddleston
This month The Loudoun County 4-H Sheep Club decorated
a Christmas tree in the Ketterman's shopping center. Please
stop by and look at all the different trees. You can also stop
at Ketterman's to vote for our tree. Thank you to the 4-Hers
that helped decorate.
To help set the guidelines for this 4-H year, we discussed
and changed rule #8 and #19. Remember it is everyone's
responsibility to know the club rules.
At this meeting the club split into teams and tried to identify sheep breeds, by using pictures. It was fun to work together and learn more about each other and more about
sheep.
In December we will be having a joint meeting with the
Goat, Swine and Beef clubs. We will be playing a gift swap
game. If you would like to participate please bring a
wrapped $10 gift. We would like everyone to bring in items for the canned food drive and a dozen
cookies for the meeting.
If you are donating items for our Christmas Angel please make sure to have the items to the Extension Office before the end of the day December 9th. Everything should be unwrapped.

Club News
Poultry Club
Submitted by: Catherine Klinkam
Our November meeting was held on November 10th. We had fun with an index card icebreaker.
The card had a question and we had to ask other members to find the answer. We approved our
2016 rules and budget. We discussed committees and ideas for them. We discussed our new
member meeting which will be at 6PM the day of our January meeting. We decided that we
would have a silent auction, potluck and gift exchange at our December meeting. We had fun and
hope to see everyone at the December meeting.

Leaps & Squeaks
Submitted By: Madi Abbe
The Leaps & Squeaks Rabbit and Cavy Club November meeting focused on education. Groups rotated through four different stations. The first station taught about common rabbit diseases and
identified the different breeds. The second station taught about Guinea Pig care. The third station
taught how to groom your rabbit's fur and cut your rabbit's nails. The fourth station taught how
to properly hold and pose your rabbit. It was a great way for some of the more experienced
members to share their knowledge and instruct some of the younger members.
The night culminated with festively wrapped packages covering our front table. Each 4-H family
had donated presents for Loudoun County families in need. The presents will be delivered in early
December. It was a great way to kick of the holiday season!

Club News
Goat Club
Submitted By: Bea Furlow
At the 4-H Achievement Dinner, two people were recognized from the Goat Club for the Herdsman
Awards. Amy Brown received the first Herdsman Award. Amy worked very hard during the fair and
was always there to help if she was needed. Amy helped me get through the rough times when my
pig got sick and she cheered me on during my first goat show. She even did my hair before and in between the pageant on Sunday of the fair. The other Herdsman Award winner was my brother Cooper
Furlow. Cooper was recognized for his continuous hard work and was always lending a hand, even for
the other clubs that he wasn't a member of, like the Swine and Beef clubs. Cooper always had a smile
on his face when he was helping. Congratulations to Cooper and Amy!
Results for the Goat Club's Carcass Contest were just announced and here are the winners:
Amelia Huddleston owned and raised the first place goat, as well as goats in 4th, 7th and 8th places.
Way to go, Amelia! Ryan Virts' goat came in 2nd, Erin Davis had goats win 3rd and 6th places. Brad
Douglas' goat came in 5th, Caleb Max's goat came in 9th and the goat owned by Jessica Klinkam came
in 10th place. Great job everyone!

Hoofprints
Submitted By: Ainsley Sucherman
This November, the Hoofprints went to the officer training meeting on the first Thursday of the
month, November third. We had elected our officers in October. The Hoofprints’ President is Stephanie Jones, our Vice President is Audrey Dukes, our Treasurer is Berit Smith, our Secretary is Anastasia
Stubbs, our Photographer is Isabelle Simond, and our Reporter is me, Ainsley Sucherman. The
Hoofprints usually have a meeting on the first Thursday of the month, but seeing as we all had officer
training, we moved the meeting to the Wednesday, November 9. During our meeting, Berit Smith,
our club’s Treasurer, gave a presentation on Hippology, and we all took a test on the subject. Later in
the month, on November 23, Stephanie, Berit, Anastasia, Audrey, and I went to Ketterman’s to decorate a Christmas tree for the Ketterman’s Christmas tree contest. The theme of our tree was horses
with gold and blue. If you enter the contest, Ketterman’s gives you $75.00 to buy decorations with,
and the prize money for the winning tree would be $500.00 towards our 4-H club. We can go in to
vote every day, but we can only vote once a day. Events that are coming up are a Christmas parade
on December 3 in Berryville. We will ride the ponies in the parade and we all plan on wearing ugly
Christmas sweaters.

Club News
Beef Club
Submitted By: Erin Calley
Our last meeting was held on November 2, 2016. There were no minutes or Treasurer’s report
available. We talked about our community service project; adopting an angel. For our fundraiser
we are considering doing a spirit night. We went over, amended, and approved the club rules. We
then talked briefly about the Fair Committee meeting. It was suggested that we all look over the
Fair Rules since many had been amended. Then we shared about how our cows were doing. Then
the meeting was adjourned.

Canterlopes
Submitted By: Andie McMann
The Canterlopes were busy this month with several club activities. After the business meeting,
our educational activity was “types of boots and wraps.” The officers each went over the purpose
of each wrap/boot and demonstrated how to put them on the horse: performance boots, shipping/packing boots, standing wraps and polo wraps. Club members then took turns putting the
wraps or boots on the horses. For our club outing, we went to the Pre-Turkey Virginia Quarter
Horse Association horse show at Frying Pan Park. We practiced horse judging while watching the
halter classes and walked through the barn area looking at all the different “types” of Quarter
horses. We also had a demonstration of a Theraplate, where a horse steps up onto the plate and
while it vibrates, it stimulates circulation and improves joint health. We were all permitted to
step up together onto the plate to try it out! This month we also had an ornament making/pizza
party where we made ornaments to hang on a tree in the Virginia Village Shopping Center as part
of a holiday contest. We then went and decorated our tree just before Thanksgiving. Our next
meeting will be Tuesday, December 13th at the McAlister’s, where after our meeting, we will have
a holiday party and gift-exchange game.
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