THE 4-H FOCUS
February 2021

4-H Families and Friends,
What more could we ask for than a beautiful winter wonderland to kick off the month? We hope everyone is staying safe, warm,
and enjoying some time off to appreciate the snow. Plans are underway for many of our upcoming events—Cloverbud Fun Camp, county
contests and 4-H Camp counselor interviews. Stay tuned for details!
As we get closer to spring, please pay extra close attention to
email messages coming from your club leaders and from our office. As
events will likely look different than normal (whether in person or virtual), it’s important
that you review everything thoroughly and ask questions when you have them. If you would
like an additional (or different) email address added to our listserv, please let us know.
Keep up the great work within your clubs and beyond. We hope to see many of you
soon!

Carly Wright

Kim Monroe

4-H Extension Agent

4-H Program Technician

carlymg@vt.edu

kmonroe@vt.edu

Congratulations!
Our very own Kashvi Ramani was selected
to perform the National Anthem at “An Evening
with Virginia 4-H” on Thursday, January 28th.
Event attendees included Virginia 4-H State
Staff, Director of Virginia Cooperative Extension,
Dr. Ed Jones, National 4-H Council President &
CEO, Jennifer Sirangelo and more.
Congratulations Kashvi on this great honor
and for representing Loudoun County 4-H. You
sang beautifully!
Extension is a joint program of Virginia Tech, Virginia State University, the U.S. Department of Agriculture, and state and local governments.
Virginia Cooperative Extension programs and employment are open to all, regardless of age, color, disability, gender, gender identity, gender expression, national origin, political
affiliation, race, religion, sexual orientation, genetic information, veteran status or any other basis protected by law. An equal opportunity/affirmative action employer.

County News
4-H Club Enrollment 2020-2021
To access the NEW 4-H Online system, please visit: https://v2.4honline.com.
Instructions for enrollment were sent out to the county listserv on October 27 th. For questions
about registering with 4-H Online, please call Kim directly at 703-737-8880.
Please be sure to only enroll in the clubs that you will actually be active in.

Inclement Weather Policy
The Extension Office follows the Loudoun County government openings and closings. If the
government is closed, delayed or releasing early, our office will do the same.
4-H programs will follow along with Loudoun County Public Schools. If schools are closed or let
out early, 4-H programs for that day/evening will be cancelled.* If Club Leaders feel that the
roads are clear enough in time for their program, they will contact the Extension Office for
guidance. In the event that the clubs continue with a program when schools have been cancelled, 4-H members can not be penalized for missing that program.
*This includes any virtual meetings or programs. If Loudoun County Public Schools (whether
hosting in-person or through virtual learning) are closed, all in person and virtual meetings and
programs are also cancelled. If a virtual meeting is still held, 4-H members still can not be penalized for missing the meeting.

Senior Spotlight

Senior Spotlight on...

Ms. Hays Turner
Graduating Class: Foxcroft School 2021
College/Major: Undecided
4-H Club Membership: Shooting Education Club (3 years)
4-H Leadership Positions: President and Vice President
Outside Activities: NRA Virginia, National Youth Education Summit, Foxcroft
Stage Manager and Front of House, Foxcroft Head Dorm Leader, Foxcroft Christian Fellowship Head, Field Hockey, Lacrosse, Cherry Blossom Breast Cancer
Foundation Board Member, International Thespian Society and Competitive
Shooter
“A huge thank you to Mr. Adler and Mr. Gaylord for everything you have done for
me and the club! Your support has made me the shooter I am today.”
- Hays T.

Club News
Poultry Club
Submitted By: Hailey Hendershot
The January Poultry Club meeting was held virtually on January 21st. We talked about how
we are partnering up with Southern States in Purcellville and how to sign up to do short videos
about all the different chicken breeds that Southern States will be selling during their Spring Chick
Sales. We discussed what to include in each video. The signup has gone out to all Poultry Club
members. Ms. Butler-Landes will be delivering project books to front porches to those who didn’t
pick them up. We talked about Fair Qualifiers and about how to turn in our housing forms. The
Poultry Club Art show was discussed and the committee is meeting this weekend.
For the education segment of the meeting, Gabriel made a presentation about Bumblefoot. We learned what it is, what causes it, symptoms, and how to treat it. Spike presented on
Hamburg chickens. We learned where they came from, their history, and the breed’s colors.
Canterlopes
Submitted By: Zoe Sanborn
Unfortunately we did not meet in January due to COVID gathering restrictions. Some of
our club members were able to participate in the EquiSmartz Hippology session on January 9th.
Our next meeting is scheduled for February 9th at 7:30pm.
Student Auto Racing
Submitted By: John Enloe
This month the club held an online business meeting on January 9 th. During the meeting
the club approved the minutes, received the Treasurer's report, and discussed future events that
we could attend, such as Katie's Cars and coffee, or HPDE (High Performance Driving Event) races.
Unfortunately, the club was not able to meet in person, due to Covid and the cold weather.
Rabbit Hopping Club
Submitted By: Mary Grace Menuey
The Loudoun 4-H Rabbit Hopping Club held a meeting on January 8, 2021. We talked
about our upcoming events such as our January pet food drive, our next in-person hopping practice, which is on January 25, a zoom breed ID quiz on January 17, and our January Kahoot challenge. Our finished business included our second optional hopping practice on December 28, and
our December Kahoot challenge. Mary Grace, Grace, Saanvi, Sarah B., and Abigail presented their
Roll the Dice homework from the November meeting.
Mrs. Burns gave a quick presentation on RHDV2 (Rabbit Hemorrhagic Disease Virus type
2) and good biosecurity practices. Sarah Hart gave a lesson on jump types and Mrs. Burns gave a
lesson on the different types of courses. Our next meeting will be held on February 12.

Club News
Beef Club
Submitted By: Taylor Miller
The Beef Club held their monthly meeting Wednesday, January 20th. We had a great virtual
meeting with Nathan Holloway from Cargill as our guest speaker. Mr. Holloway was very informative
and helpful when speaking about finishing a steer and ensuring a steer makes weight. After our guest
speaker, the club met to discuss fundraising opportunities for this year. Keep the ideas coming! Feel
free to email Ms. Stanford and Mrs. Hernandez with any ideas you may have. Weigh-in was a great
success this year! Thank you to Kim, Rodney, Adam, Donna, Tina, and everyone else who made the
day go so smoothly.
Leaps and Squeaks
Submitted By: Grace Kasianides
The Loudoun County 4-H Leaps and Squeaks Club held their meeting on January 15th, 2021.
After the business meeting we had two Kahoot games, one on cavies, and one on rabbits. Our next
meeting will be on February 19th, 2021. Hope to see you there!
Overlook
Submitted By: Lily Ness
The Overlook Horse Club did not hold a meeting or any activities for the month of January.
Members continue to work on project books. Our next meeting is scheduled for February.
Sheep & Goat Club
Submitted By: Hannah Maison
January’s meeting was held on the 11th, the first meeting of 2021. The club first discussed a
few fundraisers, focusing on a soap-making-and-selling fundraiser. The club has done the fundraiser
before, and it was voted on to do it again. It was explained as a shop that sells soap made of sheep/
goat’s milk. The club took a vote, and decided to go through with the fundraiser. There wasn’t any
more business to discuss, the meeting was quickly adjourned, and there was no scheduled club education, so the club members started openly talking with each other on the status of their animals, tips
on how to care for animals, etc. By that point, everyone was free to leave if they wanted to.
Chefs & Stitches
Submitted By: Anna Ferraro
For this month’s meeting, we made a little sock snowman out of 3 socks,
felt, buttons, string, and some rice. We, once again, met on Zoom, and had lots of
fun and a lot of laughs. The snowmen ended up being really cute! We’re still
making the best of our situation, and are having a lot of fun on Zoom!

Club News
Alpaca Club
Submitted By: Sarah Jeffers
During the month of January, we held
our business meeting through Zoom on January
7th. We discussed our field trip that would be held
on Sunday the 24th.
During our farm visits, we did our basic
farm chores, which is cleaning up manure, giving
all of the alpacas grain, refilling their hay, and
cleaning out their water. We also halter trained
the recently-weaned, male juveniles. Along with
the halter training, we gave them their monthly
herd health, which consists of weighing them and
giving them a dose of ivermectin.
On January 24th, some of us went to
Checkmate Farm in Bluemont for a field trip. This
farm raises Karakul sheep and is also a 4-H host
farm. Christina Andreyko, a member of both the
Alpaca Club and the Temple Hall Sheep Club, organized this field trip. She gave us a tour around
the farm and after, the farm owner, Kathy Donovan, taught us how to rug-punch and made a
snowman ornament. The rug yarn that we used was from the fibers from the sheep of Checkmate
Farm.
Our next business meeting will be on Thursday, February 4th.
Innovation Club
Submitted By: Pujitha Chippala and Vibha Kattar
January, the start of a new year, we were busy with our Bluetooth module projects
whereas the junior batch was working on the RGB led project. Thanks to the senior batch who
helped the juniors with their projects in the breakout rooms. This helps us to develop leadership
skills and learn how to share our knowledge.
Eastern Loudoun
Submitted By: Jacob Morriberon
We received some really lovely pictures of fellow 4-Hers for the cookie baking and card
making challenge for December. Our project books were helpfully distributed. January’s challenge was to make a craft you’ve never made before and to perform a random act of kindness.
Submissions are still coming in.
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