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THE 4-H FOCUS
January 2017

4-H Families and Friends,
I hope all of you enjoyed the holidays with your loved ones and
are looking forward to another great year. As we kick off 2017,
here at the Extension Office we are looking to expand our 4-H
programming into Eastern Loudoun and create further educational opportunities for all of our 4-H members. We’ve already
got a lot of great events scheduled that will be here before we
know it, so make sure to stay tuned!
Here’s to another great year—let’s make 2017 the best one yet!

Carly Griffith

Kim Monroe

Extension Agent, 4-H

4-H Program Technician

carlymg@vt.edu

kmonroe@vt.edu

Reminder: 4HOnline Enrollment Deadline
All 4-H members must be officially enrolled via 4HOnline by December 31st
in order to exhibit their animals at the Loudoun County Fair in 2017. There
will be NO exceptions.
4HOnline: va.4honline.com

Please note that meetings, community service projects, Fair Qualifiers, etc.
that you attend prior to enrollment will NOT count .

Extension is a joint program of Virginia Tech, Virginia State University, the U.S. Department of Agriculture, and state and local governments.
Virginia Cooperative Extension programs and employment are open to all, regardless of race, color, national origin, sex, religion, age, disability, political beliefs, sexual
orientation, or marital or family status. An equal opportunity/affirmative action employer.

Events - Recap

On Saturday, December 10th, over twenty 4-H members and their families braved the
cold to participate in the Leesburg and Purcellville Parades—promoting Loudoun 4-H
and the Loudoun County Fair. Great job, everyone!

Photo Credit: Kathy & Dave Brown

A huge thank you to Dave Brown for coordinating these events and to Rodney Monroe
for driving the tractor!

Senior Spotlight

Senior Spotlight on...
Ms. Jacquelyn Noel
Graduating Class: Loudoun County High School 2017
College: Virginia Tech, College of Agriculture and Life Sciences
4-H Club Membership: Leaps & Squeaks Rabbit & Cavy Club (11 years)
4-H Leadership Positions: President, Secretary, Historian, 4-H Ambassador and Miss Loudoun County
Fair 2015
4-H Activities: Day at the Capitol, 4-H Camp and State Congress
Activities outside of 4-H: LCHS National Honor Society, LCHS Science National Honor Society,
President of LCHS Art Club and Equestrian at Red Gate Farm (12 years)
Hobbies: Drawing, Painting, Traveling, Aviation, Volunteering at Loudoun Therapeutic Riding and
Backpack Buddies
Awards: 4-H All-Star, I Dare You Award - 2016, L&S Club Champion Senior Herdsman (3 years)
Jacquelyn plans to pursue research and double major in Biology and Animal & Poultry Science while at
Virginia Tech. She also hopes to compete on VT’s Equestrian Team.
“Thank you to Carly and Mrs. G for helping me do my best for my club and at Fair. Thank you for all of
your encouragement and support over the years!”
- Jacquelyn N.

County News

Upcoming Events
Pennsylvania Farm Show Trip:
When: Saturday, January 14th (All Day)
Where: Pennsylvania Farm Show Complex - Harrisburg, PA
Loudoun Fair & Associates has sponsored a charter bus for 4-H members who would like to
attend the PA Farm Show in 2017. Details have been sent out to the listserv. SPOTS STILL
AVAILABLE - please email John McClintic (ferrumcountry@yahoo.com) as soon as possible to
sign-up!
4-H Day at the Capitol: *Fair Qualifier*
When: January 24th (All-Day)
Where: State Capitol—Richmond, VA
While at the Capitol, 4-H members will meet with their local legislators, discuss their 4-H projects and serve as ambassadors of the Loudoun County 4-H program. Due to limited space and
a high volume of interest, this event is now FULL.
Loudoun County 4-H Presentation Day & Table Setting Contest: *Fair Qualifier*
When: Wednesday, February 22nd (6:30PM)
Where: Sykes Hall, Loudoun County Fairgrounds
Come “wow” our judges with your public speaking skills and teach them something new while
you do it! For the Table Setting Contest, create a menu that uses Virginia agriculture products
and provide décor that goes along with your “theme” of choice. More information will be provided on both of these events in the next week or two. Entries are due to the Extension Office
by Wednesday, February 15th.
Share the Fun & Fashion Revue *Fair Qualifier*
When: Saturday, March 11th (6:30PM)
Where: Sykes Hall, Loudoun County Fairgrounds
Come share you talents as an individual or as a group in any of our categories—Vocal, Instrumental, Dance, Drama, Variety, Combination or Fashion Revue! Entry forms will be sent out
over the listserv in the upcoming weeks. Entries are due to the Extension Office by Friday,
March 3rd.

County News

Holiday Hours & Winter Weather Policy
Extension Office Holiday Schedule 2017
Closed Monday, January 2nd
Re-open Tuesday, January 3rd, 8:30AM
Closed Monday, January 16th
Re-open Tuesday, January 17th, 8:30AM

Inclement Weather Policy:

The Extension Office follows the Loudoun County government openings and
closings. If the government is closed, delayed, or releasing early, our office will
do the same.
4-H programs will follow along with Loudoun County Public Schools. If schools
are closed or let out early, 4-H programs for that day/evening will be cancelled.
If Club Leaders feel that the roads are clear enough in time for their program,
they will contact the Extension Office for guidance. In the event that the clubs
continue with a program when schools have been cancelled, 4-H members
cannot be penalized for missing that program.

Club News
Eastern Loudoun Club
Submitted By: Noah Hallan
On December 8, 2016, the Eastern Loudoun 4-H general meeting was called to order. We answered roll call with what we will do over winter break and song leader Niko Peak-Marquez led us
through Jingle Bells.
Following the Minutes and Treasurer’s Report, we discussed Old and New Business. Old Business included the Pet-Pantry Drive, the success of the bake sale, project book judging and Achievement
Night awards. Students then reported on the latest project meetings: Cloverbuds, Landscape Painting,
Electronics, Movie Making, Minecraft and Birding.
In New Business, Carter Ault discussed Caroling for Canned Goods, Ms. Lisa talked about upcoming club and county dates and the project leaders told us when the project groups will be meeting
again.
Our monthly speaker was Carly Griffith, the County 4-H Extension Agent. Griffith talked about
growing up in 4-H and discussed what her job as an agent is like. She also gave us details about 4-H Day
at the Capitol.
Then Stella Pettit led us in “The Name Game.” To play, students were given a name tag that
was placed on our backs. Other students had to tell them, but not say, what their names were. We had
a good time playing the game.

The last thing at the meeting was the Cookie Exchange. Each student brought 24 cookies and
took 18 home with them. The remaining cookies were donated to Embry Rucker Homeless Shelter in
Reston, VA.
It was a great meeting!

Temple Hall Non-Ownership Sheep Club
Submitted By: Lilly Eubanks
T’was a very cold night on the 8th of December, and all the 4-H Non-Ownership Temple
Hall Sheep Club members had a meeting. Club members pledged to the American flag and the 4-H flag.

As a club, we went over the minutes from the last meeting. Then all of the farms went over what
they had accomplished at their last farm visit. Our club officers talked about the club’s total
savings, fundraising and a pet food drive we had for the Leesburg Animal Shelter. Our club had
figured out a new event for next year’s Fair, which will be a skill-a-thon. We also had a fundraiser
night at Chipotle. After the meeting was over, club members ate Christmas snacks and played
white elephant. Overall, Temple Hall’s December meeting was joyful, festive, fun and very
successful.

Club News
Rabbit Hopping
Submitted By: Adrianna Evans
In December, our Rabbit Hopping Club gathered for a meeting on the 16 th to review club
rules and project book requirements. We also scheduled a community service activity on December 28th which involved preparing cards and care packages for military personnel stationed overseas, which we will send to brighten their Valentine’s Day. A fun and memorable part of our December meeting was a gift exchange. A gift was placed in front of everyone. Then, a reader told
a story and whenever the reader said “left” everyone had to give the person on their left their
own present. By the end of the story, everyone had different gifts and that was the gift to open
and keep. We had a very fun and happy meeting together.

Club News
Entomology Club
Submitted By: Aidan Coffman
Hey guys it’s Aidan from the Entomology Club. Last meeting we ate like bugs. It means we
couldn’t use our hands when chewing like a beetle. We demonstrated how a butterfly uses its proboscis by drinking with straws. Flies have sponging mouthparts, so we used paper towels. A mosquito
has a piercing/sucking mouthpart which we demonstrated with a balloon-pump that looks like a large
syringe.
Next, we filled a Gatorade bottle with water and one with air and stomped on each one. The
one filled with water was stronger. This was to demonstrate that an insect’s exoskeleton is stronger
when filled with insect blood, called hemolymph. Club members blew up balloons in different sized
cans. This showed that an insect would molt its exoskeleton as it grows.
We also showed off our beetles. All of us had adult beetles and had watched them through
their life cycle at home. It was fun to compare beetles!

Dairy Club
Submitted By: Sarah El-Gafy

The Dairy Club last met on December 6th at the Loudoun Valley Community Center. The
meeting began with a discussion about goals for the upcoming year and plans for the 2017 Fair, followed by a brief lesson on dairy breeds and a few of their distinguishing characteristics. Afterwards,
the club celebrated the holidays by holding a white elephant gift exchange. There were many great
gifts brought in by every member and the exchange was a great way to kick off the holiday season.
The following Saturday, at the Purcellville Christmas Parade, the club held a very successful bake sale
and they thank everyone who stopped by. The Dairy Club’s next meeting will be held on January 10th
at the Loudoun Valley Community Center.

Club News
Sheep Club
Submitted By: Amelia Huddleston
This month the Sheep Club joined the other large livestock clubs for a holiday gift exchange. This gift exchange
game is looked forward to every year. We also had a food
drive for the local food bank. Thank you to Mrs. Virts for delivering the donations.
The Sheep Club is planning to go tubing or bowling in
January, check your email for more information. Our January
meeting will be a joint meeting with the Goat Club on the 9th.
Dr. Gast will be our guest speaker, so make sure to bring your
questions.
The Sheep Club will be holding a bird seed sale on January 21st and 28th at the Extension Office. Please come by
and support the club.

Poultry Club
Submitted By: Catherine Klinkam
At the Poultry Club’s December meeting we had our
holiday party. We collected toys for tots as our monthly community service. But first, we broke into committees for our
first time. Then we enjoyed our potluck and silent auction.
And to close off our wonderful holiday party we had a gift exchange. We are looking forward to our new members meeting
in January before our regular meeting.

Club News
Leaps & Squeaks
Submitted By: Madi Abbe
For the December meeting, our club had a holiday potluck. Each family brought a dish to share.
We also had an ornament exchange. Each 4-Her brought a wrapped ornament and placed it on a table.
Then, each 4-Her drew a number and chose ornaments in that order. It was a lot of fun to bond and get to
know everyone in our club! Also, our adopt-an-angel service project was a success! The collected gifts
were delivered to the families in need.
Happy Holidays from the Leaps and Squeaks Rabbit and Cavy Club!

Forage Club
Submitted by: Natalie Bailey
The Forage Club met at Little Ridge Farm on December 11, 2016. We held our business meeting in
the home of club member Brad Douglas. We learned about several different types of fencing and why
each one would be used for various purposes or animals being contained. We learned the difference between stocking rates (animal head count) and stocking density (total animal weight) per acre. We discussed location of water, gate operation, access in snow conditions, fence heights, and materials. Materials included wooden boards, woven wire, high tensile wire, and electric wire. Not as effective
are welded wire or post and rail fence. We also learned how to correctly tilt the wire fence staples, how
to insulate electric wire, which kind of wire cutters are best, and how to install springs and strainers into
high tensile fencing. We then toured the fences on Little Ridge Farm and saw both high tensile and woven
wire fencing. We learned how corner and gate braces for high tensile fences need to be 2 1/2 times as
wide as the height of the fence.
The Forage Club examines an economical woven wire goat fence with an electric strand on top:

Club News
Goat Club
Submitted By: Bea Furlow
On December 14th, the 4-H clubs held a gift exchange. We began by separating the senior and intermediate 4-Hers into one circle and the juniors into another. Then we talked about how to play and what the
rules meant. We started by picking a number out of a stocking. That number would tell you what order you
would be picking a present. You could either pick a gift from the center of your circle or you could steal one
from another person. When we had finished, I had ended up with the best gift a child could ever ask
for...candy!! I was overjoyed. I got a whole bag full!! We all enjoyed the cookies and drinks afterward, as well.
The Goat Club sponsored an "angel" through the Salvation Army and provided our little girl with lots of clothes
and toys for Christmas. Our family bought cute shoes and an outfit. I hope she likes them.
On the frigid morning of December 10th was the Purcellville Christmas Parade. Though it was freezing, a lot of
people showed up. There was candy thrown and fake snow in the air. 4-Hers and some of their parents rode
on our float. Mr. Monroe drove the tractor and Mr. Brown decorated our float and I would like to say thank
you to them for kindly doing that. Later that day, members of the Goat Club rang the bell at Giant to collect
money for the Salvation Army.
I hope you are all staying warm and enjoying the holiday season!

Club News
Chefs & Stitches
Submitted By: Madilyn Swiger
Hello! This month, in Chefs & Stitches, we handstitched a snowman ornament made out
of felt. They turned out wonderful and looked really cute. It seemed like everybody had a good
time making them. Chefs and Stitches is a 4-H Club that cooks and sews. At each meeting, everyone learns something new. Next month, we are going to make breakfast. Hope you can join us
next time. Happy Holidays!!!

Beef Club
Submitted By: Erin Calley
Last meeting was our combined Christmas meeting. We briefly discussed our plans for
the next meeting and had a gift exchange. Everyone had a great time.

Canterlopes
Submitted By: Caitlin Baltazar

This month the Loudoun County Canterlopes 4-H Horse Club participated in multiple interactive events. We were fortunate enough to participate in both the Purcellville and Leesburg
Christmas parades. A number of our members also attended the annual tree decorating competition held in Leesburg. Few members went to the Virginia Quarter Horse Association Show Field
Trip, but those who went learned what to look for in a show quarter horse and how to pin and in
hand class. Since it is around Christmas time, our club decided to help one of the less fortunate
families in our county. We all donated presents and other necessary goods that the family couldn't afford this year. The club contains a variety of high achievers that were invited to Achievement Night where they gathered with other outstanding 4-H members from other clubs. There
they received exceptional honors and awards. Our club celebrated the Holiday season at our December meeting/party and enjoyed our annual Secret Santa tradition.
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