THE 4-H FOCUS
June 2018

4-H Families and Friends,
We’ve officially hit the busiest month of the year! In less
than two weeks campers and teens from Loudoun and Fauquier
will be enjoying five days and four nights at the NOVA 4-H Center
in Front Royal for 4-H Camp. Our counselors just finished up their
final training and are excited to make camp the highlight of everyone’s summer! The week following camp, eight Loudoun 4-Hers
will be travelling down to Virginia Tech for 4-H Congress for another fun filled week of leadership and hands-on learning.
With so many activities going on in the next few weeks, June will be over before we
know it. Soon we’ll be celebrating July 4th and then all of our attention will be on the Loudoun
County Fair! Our members have worked hard throughout the year to get to this point, so please
continue to encourage them through these final weeks. Summer 2018 is going to be a blast!

Carly Griffith

Kim Monroe

Extension Agent, 4-H

4-H Program Technician

carlymg@vt.edu

kmonroe@vt.edu

Congratulations to all of our graduating 4-H seniors!
Thank you for helping Loudoun County 4-H make the
best better! We look forward to hearing about all of
the wonderful things you accomplish in the future.
We hope to see you again soon!

Extension is a joint program of Virginia Tech, Virginia State University, the U.S. Department of Agriculture, and state and local governments.
Virginia Cooperative Extension programs and employment are open to all, regardless of age, color, disability, gender, gender identity, gender expression, national origin, political
affiliation, race, religion, sexual orientation, genetic information, veteran status or any other basis protected by law. An equal opportunity/affirmative action employer.

Event Recap

Youth for the Quality Care of Animals
Loudoun 4-H was excited to host YQCA Training on May 30th! Over seventy 4-H members from across multiple counties came to the Fairgrounds to learn about how to provide
quality care to their animal projects.
A huge thank you to our trainer, Corey Childs and our special guest presenters, Dr.
Margi Dunlap, Jim Hilleary and Ryan Virts.

Above: Ryan Virts explains how to properly read a
feed tag and what ingredients to look for in your
animal’s feed.
Above: Dr. Margi Dunlap explains the impact
heat stress levels can have on livestock.

Above: Jim Hilleary talks about recognizing the signs of
parasites in goats and how to catch them early.

Above: Corey Childs uses bananas to show how
handling can affect the overall health and wellness of
your animal.

Loudoun County Fair

www.loudouncountyfair.com

Mandatory Fair Cleanup Dates
All 4-H members and Cloverbuds participating in the Fair must attend one
of the two sessions listed below. Those who don’t will be ineligible to show and
will not receive their free admission wristbands. Clean-up of the grounds will be
followed by a mandatory meeting in the show barn. A parent/legal guardian
must accompany any 4-H member under the age of 18.
Sunday, July 8th @ 1:00pm
Wednesday, July 18th @ 4:00pm
If you have any questions about either of the Fair Clean-up dates or the
mandatory meetings, please email superintendent@loudouncountyfair.com.

Club News
Sheep Club
Submitted By: Andrew Knight
This month the Sheep Club had their market lamb weigh-in. Forty-nine market lambs were
weighed in and the average weight was approximately 85 lbs. There will probably be a total of
around seventy sheep at this year’s Fair. Dr. Margi Dunlap, DVM, graciously helped the club
members at weigh-in with advice to get their sheep off to a good start. The club’s plant sale was a
huge success, thank you to all of our supporters! The next Sheep Club meeting will be on June 6 th,
at 7:00pm in Sykes Hall.

Honor Council
Submitted By: Katherine Orlowsky
The Honor Council is working hard to plan the Barn Dance on August 18 th after the Fair!
E-vites will be sent out soon. Also, we will be selling LoCo 4-H magnets for $5! Talk to an Honor
Council member at club meetings to purchase one. All proceeds will go to the Honor Council and
will be spent on county-wide 4-H events!

Entomology Club
Submitted By: Aidan Coffman
On May 10th, the Entomology Club planned to meet at Fincastle Field and walk along the
pond in Ashburn. We were going to look for insects. As we gathered in the parking lot, the storm
clouds moved in on us. Due to the threat of lighting, we had to cancel the walk at the last minute.
We hope for better luck next month.

Rabbit Hopping
Submitted By: Anna Kasianides
On May 4th, at Sykes Hall, the Rabbit Hopping Club met. Mrs. Burns, our leader, gave a
fabulous presentation on breeds and their colors. We hopped bouncing bunnies and identified
breed colors. After that, we helped our community by doing Backpack Buddies. This consisted of
several club members getting together at Rite Aid to help pack bags of food for families in need.
Doing Backpack Buddies was fun and also helps our community!

Club News
Overlook Horse Club
Submitted By: Alicia Pettus
We commenced our May 4-H meeting by discussing plans for the Fair and future fundraisers. We talked about how successful our bake sale fundraiser was and discussed future
plans for another opportunity to do another one. The Fair was our next focal point. Absences
around the time of the Fair were noted and plans were adjusted. Next, we worked on our record books and filled out project information for each individual. It was discussed that next
meeting, our primary focus will be at practicing for our demo, discussing Fair plans, and filling
our record books.

Dairy Club
Submitted By: Rebecca Little
From the 4-H Dairy Club to you, here’s our report. Our meeting started at 7:06pm. We
had a barn clean out on the 12th of May from 8:30 until we were done. The barn clean out was
successful. We talked about the State Holstein Show on July 7th, and the Dairy Day, which is
happening on June 9th. State Youth Dairy Judging happened on Saturday, May 16th and as a
club we got 2nd place. There is a state competition to test your skills in the cow world in Berryville on June 16th and we practiced for it on May 16th. For the Fair - good news! We are selling milk at the Fair!!! We voted on it last meeting. Also, we are thinking about selling shirts at
the Fair. Talking about the Fair, we gathered the totals up and we are showing 20 cows this
year! We went over things for the state judging, and looked over everything else, and ended
our meeting at 7:50pm.

Leaps & Squeaks
Submitted By: Abbie Swart
Leaps & Squeaks held our May meeting on May 18th. After a short business meeting,
members set up for their presentations. We rotated in different groups so that members could
participate too. Everyone enjoyed the presentations. Topics included rabbit bones, Jersey
Woolies, rabbit treats, rabbit first aid, rabbit mannerisms and what they mean. All of the
members did a great job!
We also participated in two community service projects. We attended the Strawberry
Festival at Oatlands on May 20th. We brought our rabbits and talked to people attending the
festival. On May 26th, our club set up a table outside of PetValu in Purcellville and took donations for the Loudoun County Animal Shelter. We collected a few items from their list of needs
and $100! The animal shelter was very happy!

Club News
Canterlopes
Submitted By: Morgan Musselman
Our meeting was called to order and we reviewed old business. For old business we talked
about the county fair drill team and signing up. Other old business was 4-H Day of Service, Oatlands, and the Philomont Horse Show. Lots of people went, helped and showed at the Philomont
Show. The county fair schedule was gone over and reviewed.
Education for the night was horsemanship skills. The older members who have had experience with doing horsemanship helped the younger members and showed them how to do
it. District qualifying opportunities, horsemanship skills requirements and Gambler’s Choice sponsorships were all covered as new business.
One of the horsemanship skills testing opportunities was held May 27 th. Five Canterlopes
and seven horses went, we all passed. Now we just have do a district qualifying show.

Temple Hall
Submitted By: Troy Smith
The May meeting for Temple Hall Non-Ownership Sheep Club was held on May 2nd. The
meeting was quite short, as we discussed fair qualifiers and project books. The committees had
no new reports and neither did the farms. Old Orchard Farm members did an excellent visual
presentation on how to assist sheep when they give birth and the different types of circumstances you may encounter. The meeting ended with birthday celebrations for our members who had
birthdays in April and May.

Goat Club
Submitted By: Eva Morrison
This month the 4-H Goat Club had our meeting on May 21st. We discussed premiums, prizes and entry forms which are due June 2nd. June 2nd is also our showmanship clinic and weigh-in.
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