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THE 4-H FOCUS              
March 2018 

4-H Families and Friends, 
 

 March is coming in like a lion this weekend and 4-H is  
kicking into high gear! Exciting events this month include Share 
the Fun, our Table Setting and Fashion Revue contests, and CAMP 
REGISTRATION opens! You can check the Google Calendar on our 
website for all of the dates and times of these events, as well as 
all club meetings.   
 
 Be sure to keep a close eye on your email for upcoming Fair Qualifiers and other 
learning opportunities. Don’t forget to mark your calendars now for VCE-Loudoun’s 
Open House on April 26th! You can come check out the new office and meet the rest of 
our hardworking staff!  
 

Kim Monroe 

4-H Program Technician 

kmonroe@vt.edu 

Carly Griffith 

Extension Agent, 4-H 

carlymg@vt.edu 

Loudoun-Fauquier 4-H Junior Camp 

  

 Preparations are underway for the annual Loudoun-Fauquier 4-H Junior Camp! This 
year, camp is being held June 17-21 at the Northern Virginia 4-H Center in scenic Front Royal.  
Registration will open on March 15th and spaces are likely to go quickly, so don’t wait! 

 

 Classes offered this year include canoeing, 
outdoor living skills, swimming, fishing, yoga,        

theater arts, tie-dye and much more! It’s sure to be 
the best week of summer! 

 

 



4-H Presentation Day 

 
 
 On Thursday, February 22nd thirty-three 4-H members participated in our 
annual 4-H Presentation Day. With a record number of entries, we enjoyed a full 
evening of education and fun! 

 

Champion Junior (Animal Science) - Anna Kasianides - “What’s the Difference?” 

Champion Junior (Other) - Kashvi Ramani - “Poetry” 

Champion Intermediate - Alisa Hart - “Rabbit First Aid” 

Champion Senior - Victoria Bechtold - “How and When to Apply a Tourniquet” 

 

A HUGE thank you to our Judges and Room Chairs! 

 

Judges 

Stuart Vermaak 

Anna Vermaak 

Deanna Foust 

Kathryn Ives 

Kim Feierbach 

Remington Ash 

 

Room Chairs 

Jecy Klinkam 

Camryn Monroe 

Katherine Orlowsky 

 

Congratulations to everyone on a job well done! 

 

          Event Recap 



Upcoming Events 

 
 

Teen & Adult Leader Training (TALT) *Fair Qualifier* 

When: Saturday, March 3rd - Sunday, March 4th 

Where: NOVA 4-H Educational Center (Front Royal, VA) 

Attendance at TALT is expected of all potential 4-H Junior Camp Counselors and CITs. Registra-
tion is now closed. Please contact Kim (kmonroe@vt.edu) if you have any questions. 

 

Share the Fun *Fair Qualifier* 

When: Saturday, March 10th (6:30PM) 

Where: Sykes Hall, Loudoun County Fairgrounds 

Come share your talents as an individual or as a group in any of our categories—Vocal, Instru-
mental, Dance, Drama, Variety or Combination! To register: http://bit.ly/LoCo4HShareTheFun18. 
Entries are due by Friday, March 2nd at 5pm. 

 

Table Setting Contest & Fashion Revue *Fair Qualifier* 

When: Wednesday, March 28th (6:30PM) 

Where: Sykes Hall, Loudoun County Fairgrounds 

For the Table Setting Contest, create a menu that uses Virginia agriculture products and pro-
vide décor that goes along with your “theme” of choice. For the Fashion Revue, sport your fa-
vorite clothing items (purchased or hand-made) on stage and share your reasoning and 
thoughts with our judges. To register: http://bit.ly/LoCo4HFashionRevueTableSetting18.      
Entries are due by Friday, March 16th at 5pm.  
 

Northern District Contest *Fair Qualifier - Competitors Only* 

When: Saturday, April 7th  

Where: Warren County High School (Front Royal, VA) 

Members who participated in Loudoun’s 4-H Presentation Day, Share the Fun, Table Setting or 
Fashion Revue contests are eligible to compete at the District level. To register as a partici-
pant: https://tinyurl.com/18DistrictContestRegistrations. Room Chairs (age 14 & up) are also 
needed! To register as a room chair, please email carlymg@vt.edu. Registration deadline for 
all parties is Friday, March 23rd.   

 

 

          County News 
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Senior Spotlight on... 
 
 
  

 

Ms. Sydney Bello 
 

 

 

Graduating Class: Robinson Secondary School - Fairfax, VA 

 

College Acceptance: University of Florida, West Virginia University, George Mason University,       
University of Delaware and Penn State 

 

Major:  Agriculture/Pre-Veterinary 

 

4-H Club Membership:  Rabbit Hopping Club (1 year), Temple Hall Club (2 years), Dairy Club (2 years) 
and Forage Club (1 year) 

 

Outside Activities:  Secretary, Vice President and President of HOSA (Health Occupation Students of 
America) 

 

Volunteer Work: Reading stories to children at the Udvar-Hazy Air and Space Museum, socializing rab-
bits and cavies at the Fairfax Animal Shelter and teaching elementary school children good dental   
habits.  

 

 “Despite tackling long distances to make it to club meetings and other activities, Loudoun  
County 4-H has provided many unforgettable experiences that I plan to take with me into the collegiate 
level of 4-H.”  

          - Sydney B. 
        

        Senior Spotlight 



Overlook Horse Club 

Submitted By: Alicia Pettus 
 

 Our February meeting was called to order and started by discussing Fair Qualifiers and events that 
we will be participating in at the Fair this year. We talked about potential funding for our club.  Our club 
rules were then reviewed and our members’ projects were chosen for the year. We then ended our meeting 
with a western tack identification presentation.   
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Poultry Club 
Submitted By: Becca Scott 
 

 

 After discussing old business and new business at the beginning of our February 15th Poultry Club 
meeting we had two guest speakers talk to the club. Our first speaker was Abigail Wojtecki. She spoke to us 
about carefully choosing the right chicken. She stressed that when first choosing which chickens to take 
home you shouldn’t necessarily pay too much attention to the coloring of the bird, but you should pay 
attention to the bone structure and how the bird is built.  

 Our second speaker was Dorothy Butler-Landes, who talked about endangered chicken breeds and 
breed conservancy.  

 We then broke up into committees and discussed what activities to plan for upcoming months. 
After ten minutes the committee leaders shared with the club our upcoming fundraising, outreach, commu-
nity service and education activities and events. We plan to have at least one education event or speaker 
every meeting and we’re seeing about having a presence and answering questions at Southern States dur-
ing chick days and/or the Lovettsville Library’s Poultry Safety presentation held by the Extension Office this 
month.  

 

Entomology Club 
Submitted By: Aidan Coffman 
  

 In February, the Entomology Club met at the new location of the Virginia Cooperative Extension 
Office in Leesburg. The new conference room is very nice. At the meeting, we watched an educational video 
about drosophila melanogaster and Thomas Hunt Morgan’s famous experiment. Then, we all drew Punnett 
squares to show X-linked genetic traits. We confirmed our Punnett square results with a coin flip activity.  
Afterwards, we played insect trivia- both Smithsonian trivia and bee trivia.   
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Club News 
 

Dairy Club 
Submitted By: Rebecca Little 
 
 We spent most of last month’s meeting working on the Hoard’s Dairyman. We judged two 
classes - Brown Swiss and Holstein. We also talked about Share the Fun, which is happening on 
the 10th of March. We had our first rehearsal for Share The Fun on the 18th of February and our 
second rehearsal on the 25th. That’s all! 
 

Leaps & Squeaks 

Submitted By: Abbie Swart 
 

 In February, Leaps & Squeaks volunteered with Backpack Buddies. Fifteen members met 
at the packing warehouse and broke into groups to help fill bags with food to be delivered to 
schools in our county. We helped pack hundreds of bags in less than 2 hours. It was a fun and 
meaningful community service. 
 We held our monthly meeting on February 17th. Carly Griffith came and spoke to us about 
her career as a 4-Her and her job as 4-H Extension Agent. We all loved listening to her and seeing 
her again! 
 Leaps & Squeaks is hosting a Spring Fling Vendor Fair at Sykes Hall on March 17th from 
10am to 3pm.  Members will bring our bunnies for people to see and pet. We will also have an 
Easter Bunny! Please come and help support our club! 



Club News 
 

Sheep Club 

Submitted By: Andrew Knight 
 

 There was not a business meeting for the month of February due to inclement weather 
conditions. Look for a club announcement to the 4-H community regarding our upcoming straw-
berry and asparagus plant fundraiser sale in March and April. 

 The next Sheep Club meeting will be held on March 7th at 7:00pm in Sykes Hall. Our guest 

speaker will be Dr. Margi Dunlap, DVM.  

 

Goat Club 
Submitted By: Eva Morrison 
 

   We had a great meeting this month. Daniel Morrison gave a presentation on feeding 
dairy goats and Marissa Dillmuth gave a presentation on market goats. We also learned about 
livestock heath issues and diseases from Grace Bucklen. 
 The 4-H Goat Club is selling mulch for pick up at Southern States April 21st, 8:00am to 
11:00am or for delivery. Please email huddleston.cindy@yahoo.com if you would like to order 
mulch and support the Goat Club. We will also have another community service opportunity with 
Backpack Buddies on April 16th.   
  

Swine Club 
Submitted By: Megan Hardman 
 
 This month during our Swine meeting we went over upcoming events. Our next meeting will 
be watching the butchering of a pig carcass in March. We also have volunteer hours set up for Glen-
wood to work in the kitchens in April. As for fundraising, the club will sponsor a Chick-fil-A night in 
March with an exact date to be set. We will be repeating the Krispy Kreme doughnut fundraiser in 
May, so if you missed your chance to buy some from the club before, here is a second chance. For the 
educational part of our meeting we had a vet come and talk to us about common pig diseases and 
how to pick the healthiest pig possible as a market hog. More to come at our March meeting.  

 

Temple Hall 
Submitted By: Troy Smith 
 
 The February meeting was different than usual, as the club met at Willow Hawk Farm for 
their farm presentation. Ashley and Greg represented their farms extremely well as they hosted 
the club on their farm. Ally presented on how their farm prepares for lambing while Gracie spoke 
about what to do once a lamb is born. Nikki explained the process of ear tagging and tail docking. 
The meeting ended with Katie and Kaitlyn presenting about the dogs on their farm. It was a very 
informative and interesting meeting that left every club member eager to present their farms.  
 
 
 

mailto:huddleston.cindy@yahoo.com


Honor Council 

Submitted By: Katherine Orlowsky 

 

 On April 21st at Sykes Hall, Loudoun 4-H will hold the 4-H Day of Service for all mem-
bers. There will be two, 2 hour shifts to pick from where kids can make blankets for Project 
Linus. In order to meet the size requirements, please bring about 1 1/2 yards of fleece fabric to 
make your blanket. After the blankets are completed, 4-H members will make cards to go 
along with each blanket. Then, they will learn to crochet squares that will be put together to 
make a larger blanket. Stay tuned for additional information on shift times! 

 

Rabbit Hopping 

Submitted By: Anna Kasianides 

 

 On February 2nd, the Rabbit Hopping Club met to discuss upcoming events such as PaSRBA and 

Cookies and Cider for the elderly. We also had a Breed ID test in which we identified the breeds from 

slides that were shown. Miss Francesca showed us how to identify the breeds and see the differences 

between them.  

 Sunday, February 4th, the Pennsylvania State Rabbit Breeders Association (PaSRBA) held its an-

nual Rabbit Hopping Competition in Lebanon, Pennsylvania.  Several members went to the competi-

tion. Senior member Calle Junker and her rabbit, Nika, placed first in Beginner Straight Course B and 

Beginner Agility. They also tied for first place in the Long Jump, as well as taking second place for the 

Crooked Course. Stephanie Jones and her rabbit, Gem, placed first in the Beginner Crooked Course and 

third in the Long Jump.  With her rabbit, Pearl, she placed second in Beginner Agility. Sarah Burns and 

her rabbit, Yogi, placed first in the Beginner Straight Course A. In the Team Hopping competition, 

Loudoun Lightening struck again, placing second. The team was made up of Teagan Russell, Calle Jun-

ker, and Sarah Burns.  
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Eastern Loudoun 
Submitted By: Kashvi Ramani 
  

 Hello everyone! In the month of February, the Eastern Loudoun 4-H Club had an educational 

meeting. The speaker this month, Wayne Chiles, was an employee for Young ShelterBox USA, a world-

wide disaster relief agency. If you had a disaster and your home was destroyed, what kind of things 

would you need? How could you acquire them when you've lost everything? Well, ShelterBox can give 

homeless families shelter and other equipment to use while they fix their homes. They even include 

items especially for kids - pencils, crayons, coloring books and other supplies. A few other supplies in-

clude: Mosquito nets, waterproof ground-mats, collapsible water containers, water purifying equip-

ment, custom-designed ten-person tents, thermal fleece blankets, stove and cooking equipment, and a 

toolkit. If YOU want to help, then visit their website (http://www.youngshelterboxusa.org/

involved.php) and click on the tab "Get Involved." This company is helping thousands of people and 

you can help as well! That's it for this month! Bye! 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

Forage Club 

Submitted By: Brian O’Mara 

 

 Our meeting was February 22nd at Magnolias. We discussed The AFGC Fencing School on April 

12th. Brian O’Mara gave a presentation on a mower-conditioner for his “Machinery of The Month” and 

Sydney Bello gave her presentation on the no-till drill. Stella Frakes will do the “Forage or Machinery of 

The Month” for the March meeting (March 11th at 1:30pm). Our guest speaker was Brandon Tucker of 

Terra farms and Loudoun Milling. He talked to us about Loudoun Milling’s operation and the cutting-

edge equipment they use in order to maximize success. He also brought in hay samples which included 

Alfalfa, Timothy, Orchard grass, and an Orchard grass mix. He told us about the manner in which they 

plant crops in order to achieve the best yield. He further explained how rotating between crops is cru-

cial in their operation to keep weeds down. He ended his presentation with handing out free hats and 

cups to all of the kids.  
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Club News 
 

Canterlopes 
Submitted By: Morgan Musselman 
 
 The February Canterlopes meeting began with Pledges, minutes, and reports. Adrienne presented the poi-
sonous plant of the month, Hemlock. Our old business was the PA Farm Show, 4-H Leadership Day, 4-H Day at the 
Capitol, ND Hippology Contest, and Snow tubing. The ice breaker game we played was called ultimate ninja. I thought 
the rules were pretty complicated though. The Canterlopes leaders still have extra club t-shirts. We are handing out 
programs at Oatlands April 15th and we also have the Philomont Horse Show on April 28th. 

 On January 28th the club went snow tubing at White Tail. We all had a blast! 

 February 3rd was the Northern District Hippology competition. Canterlopes represented with 3 teams. There 
were 102 total competitors, 19 junior teams, and 10 senior teams. They worked hard studying for this contest and all 
came out knowing more. Final top results are as follows: 

 

Senior Stations/Judging: 1st Calle 

Senior Written Test/Slides: 4th Calle 

Senior Overall: 2nd Calle 

 

Senior Team (Andie, Calle, Vicky)  

Team Problem: 6th 

Overall: 6th 

 

Junior Stations/Judging: 3rd Alexis 

Junior Written Test/Slides: 5th Alexis, 7th Abby 

Junior Overall: 3rd Alexis, 8th Abby 

 

Junior Team 2 (Abby, Alexis, Brinn) 

Junior Team Written Test/Slides: 4th 

Junior Team Stations/Judging: 2nd 

Overall: 2nd 

 

Junior Team 1 (Grayson, Morgan, Christina) 

Junior Team Written Test/Slides: 16th 

Junior Team Stations/Judging: 12th 

 

Way to go LoCo : )  

 

 February 18th most of the club joined Mrs. Jackie at Sykes Hall for a blanket making and movie night. The 
blankets we made were for a community service project, Project Linus. While we made blankets we watched Tan-
gled. Some groups worked faster than others but all 20 blankets got done before 9 o’clock. I think everyone had a 
good time and enjoyed it. I know I did. 

 



 

    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Virginia Cooperative Extension  

County of Loudoun 

750 Miller Drive, SE, Suite F-3 

P.O. Box 7000 

Leesburg, VA 20177-7000 

(703)777-0373 

http://loudoun4h.weebly.com 

 

 


