THE 4-H FOCUS
March 2019

4-H Families and Friends,
Where has the time gone? It’s hard to believe we are
already a quarter of the way through 2019. March has a lot in
store for us as we kick off another fun-filled spring!
Along with our regular monthly club meetings, we’ll be
hosting our annual Share the Fun Talent Show, Table Setting Contest and Fashion Revue Contest. All three of these events are Fair Qualifiers, so if you haven’t completed one yet, now’s
your chance!
Following what is sure to be an action packed weekend at TALT (Teen Adult Leader
Training), we’ll be conducting 4-H Junior Camp Counselor/CIT interviews and start accepting
camper registrations. If you’re a junior member who has never been to 4-H Camp before, please
consider joining us this year! Classes include canoeing, dance, tie-dye, baking and much more!
There’s always something for everyone to enjoy.

Carly Wright

Kim Monroe

4-H Extension Agent

4-H Program Technician

carlymg@vt.edu

kmonroe@vt.edu

Loudoun-Fauquier 4-H Junior Camp
When: June 16th - 20th

Where: Northern Virginia 4-H Educational Center, Front Royal, VA
Applications will be available beginning March 15th.
Limited space is available, so be sure to register EARLY!
http://loudoun4h.weebly.com/loudoun-fauquier-4-h-junior-camp-2019.html
Questions? Contact Kim Monroe at kmonroe@vt.edu or 703-777-0373

Extension is a joint program of Virginia Tech, Virginia State University, the U.S. Department of Agriculture, and state and local governments.
Virginia Cooperative Extension programs and employment are open to all, regardless of age, color, disability, gender, gender identity, gender expression, national origin, political
affiliation, race, religion, sexual orientation, genetic information, veteran status or any other basis protected by law. An equal opportunity/affirmative action employer.

Senior Spotlight

Senior Spotlight on...
Ms. Eleanor “Jill” Harrison

Graduating Class: John Champe High School 2019
College: Virginia Tech
Major: Dairy Science
4-H Club Membership: Dairy Club (9 years) and Forage Club (2 years)
4-H Leadership Positions: President, Secretary, Treasurer and Reporter
4-H Activities: County, District and State Dairy Judging Competitions, Presentation
Day, Pennsylvania Farm Show and 4-H Camp
Outside Activities: National Society of High School Scholars Member, Pleasant Valley
Methodist Church Member, Pleasant Valley Methodist Church Choir (Alto) and Pleasant Valley Methodist Church Youth Group

County News
4-H Presentation Day
On Tuesday, February 19th twenty-eight 4-H members participated in our
annual 4-H Presentation Day.
Champion Junior - Rounawk Sinha “Fencing”
Champion Intermediate - Kashvi Ramani “Shining Star Summary Songs”
Champion Senior - Eleni Kasianides “To Vet or Not to Vet?”
A HUGE thank you to our Judges and Room Chairs!
Judges
Lynne Lott
Pamela Schmidt
Lovely Lall
Deanna Foust
Kathryn Ives
Kim Feierbach
Remington Ash
Room Chairs
Camryn Monroe
Sarah Jewell
Shannon McCauley
Congratulations to everyone on a job well done!

County News
Upcoming Events
Teen & Adult Leader Training (TALT) *Fair Qualifier*
When: Saturday, March 2nd - Sunday, March 3rd
Where: Northern Virginia 4-H Educational Center (Front Royal, VA)
Attendance at TALT is expected of all potential 4-H Junior Camp Counselors and CITs.
Registration is now closed. Please contact Kim (kmonroe@vt.edu) if you have any questions.
Share the Fun *Fair Qualifier*
When: Saturday, March 9th (6:30PM)
Where: Sykes Hall, Loudoun County Fairgrounds
Come share your talents as an individual or as a group in any of our categories—Vocal, Instrumental, Dance, Drama, Variety or Combination! Registration is now closed.
Table Setting Contest & Fashion Revue Contests *Fair Qualifier*
When: Wednesday, March 27th (6:30PM)

Where: Sykes Hall, Loudoun County Fairgrounds
For the Table Setting Contest, create a menu that uses Virginia agriculture products and provide décor that goes along with your “theme” of choice. For the Fashion Revue, sport your favorite clothing items (purchased or hand-made) on stage and share your reasoning and
thoughts with our judges. To register: http://tinyurl.com/LoCo4HTableSettingFashionRevue.
Entries are due by Friday, March 22nd at 5pm.
Northern District Contest *Fair Qualifier*
When: Saturday, April 6th
Where: Warren County High School (Front Royal, VA)

Members who received a blue ribbon at Loudoun’s 4-H Presentation Day, Share the Fun, Table
Setting or Fashion Revue contests are eligible to compete at the District level. To register as a
participant: https://tinyurl.com/19DistrictContestFrontRoyal. Room Chairs (age 14 & up) are
also needed! To register as a Room Chair, please email carlymg@vt.edu. Registration deadline
for all parties is Friday, March 22nd.
*IMPORTANT - If you’re competing in the Loudoun County 4-H Table Setting or Fashion Revue
contests and anticipate going to Districts (you must get a blue ribbon locally), please go ahead
and register NOW. The deadline to register for Districts happens before our local contests.

Honor Council Fundraiser

4-H Plush Animals Raffle
(Set of 6)

Please help support the Loudoun County 4-H Honor Council!
Funds raised will go towards implementing county-wide 4-H events (4-H Day of
Service, Cloverbud Fun Camp, 4-H social events, etc.).
Tickets: $2 each or 3 for $5
(CASH ONLY)
4-H Honor Council members will be attending as many club meetings as they can
manage over the course of this month to sell tickets. Tickets will also be available
at the Extension Office until Friday, March 29th.
The drawing will take place during the first week of April and our winner will be
contacted via email/phone.
Questions or want to purchase tickets? Email loudounhonorcouncil@gmail.com

Goat Club Fundraiser
Need mulch? The Loudoun County 4-H Goat Club has you covered!
Please email huddleston.cindy@yahoo.com with questions or to place an order.

Club News
Rabbit Hopping
Submitted By: Mary Grace Menuey
The Loudoun 4-H Rabbit Hopping Club called its meeting to order on February 8, 2019. We
had several members present their breed ID homework from our last meeting. The lesson for this
month was rabbit fur color. Group A, which was taught by Anna Kasianides, learned about the
more basic solid and broken colors, while Group B, taught by Claire Burns, discussed agouti and
some of the less common colors. We also went over our finished business, which was: Cookies
and Cider, where we went to a nursing home with our rabbits and showed them to the residents;
and PASRBA, where we had 17 members attend the convention and 12 rabbits compete in the
hopping competition. Our upcoming events are: Backpack Buddies, Rabbit School, Fairfax 4-H
Rabbit Hopping Club Demo, Apple Country Rabbit Show and Bunny Bonanza. Overall, we had another successful meeting.

Eastern Loudoun
Submitted By: Oishee Sinha and Kashvi Ramani
Hola amigos y amigas! We had a pretty normal start to our monthly meeting. After we
said our 4-H pledge, we sang an interesting song called ‘On top of Spaghetti,’ which advised us to
always hold on to our meatballs. Then, a few club leaders gave us short summaries of their last
club meetings. If you aren’t already in one of the super fun 4-H clubs we offer here at Eastern
Loudoun 4-H Club, be sure to join next year! Next, our Vice President announced our Annual Club
Competition, which, this year, is Junk to Treasure! Sadly, our speaker got sick, but luckily, our Recreational Leader, Evoli Hallan, stepped in with some amazing games for us all to play. To conclude
our meeting we played some really fun games. We had an amazing club meeting and we’re so
excited to see you all again next month!

Overlook Horse Club
Submitted By: Ashley Carusi
While we could not have a meeting this month due to
the weather, we still had a good month overall. On February
18th we had our skills testing and 9 members showed up from
our club. We had one person from Fairfax come out as well.
Everyone did great, and we had most, if not all people pass.
We would like to say thank you to our judges again! It was a
great day.

Club News
Canterlopes
Submitted By: Grayson Weber
To prepare for the upcoming Hippology and Horse
Judging competitions, we met on Feb. 7th to study. Then on
the 8th and 9th we traveled down to VA Tech for their Block &
Bridle competition. Friday night we had the Hippology testing
and Saturday morning we had the Horse Judging. Canterlopes
presented very well and won the following awards. Amelia
Haws received a 10th place ribbon for Junior Hippology Slides
& Exams. The Junior Team A (Amelia Haws, Brinn McClintic,
Grayson Weber, Jessica Tillman) received 8th place for Slides &
Exams. We had three seniors place for Stations & Judging,
Alexis Musselman received 3rd place, Adrienne Sheffer received 5th place and Morgan Krens received 8th place. Canterlopes Team A (Morgan Krens, Alexis Musselman, Lauren Davison) received 3rd place for Stations & Judging. Alexis Musselman received 4th place for Slides & Exams. The Senior Canterlopes Teams earned 8th place (Annaliese Meistrich, Alexa Zorbas, Adrienne Sheffer) and 10th place (Morgan Krens, Alexis
Musselman, Lauren Davison) for Slides & Exams. The Senior
Team B (Annaliese Meistrich, Alexa Zorbas, Adrienne Sheffer)
received 6th place for the team problem. Alexis Musselman
received 3rd place for Senior Hippology overall. The Senior
Hippology placing for teams were Team A (Alexis Musselman,
Morgan Krens, Lauren Davison) received 7th place and Team B
(Adrienne Sheffer, Annaliese Meistrich, Alexa Zorbas) received
9th place.
In Juniors Horse Judging, for the halter class, Brinn
McClintic received 7th place and the Junior Team A (Brinn
McClintic, Amelia Haws, Grayson Weber, Jessica Tillman)
received 3rd place. Brinn also received 8th place overall for
Juniors. Canterlopes Junior Team A (Brinn, Amelia, Grayson,
Jessica) received 7th place overall. In Seniors Horse Judging, for
the halter class, Alexis Musselman received 7th place and
Adrienne Sheffer received 8th place. Senior Team B (Alexa,
Adrienne, Annaliese) placed 7th for the halter class. Team A
(Alexis, Morgan, Lauren) placed 4th for Seniors judging and
placed 10th overall.
Congratulations to all the Canterlopes who participated. It was a super fun time!
On the 12th of February we had our monthly meeting where we learned about horse shoes, how to fit your
stirrups, and saddle fitting. We also reviewed horse diseases, types of feed and types of bits.
February 24th, our club went to Ashburn Ice House for our monthly club activity. We had tons of
fun skating and spending time together. We will continue this month with training for our upcoming
EquiSmartz competition in Lexington, VA at the end of March.

Club News
Sheep Club
Submitted By: Alexandra Knight
During the February meeting, Jeremiah Morrison gave a presentation on natural medications for sheep and Alexandra Knight gave a presentation on Romney sheep. For the educational
program, Carson and Sophia Casciano gave a PowerPoint presentation on Laparoscopic Artificial
Insemination.
Our next club meeting will be on Wednesday, March 6th at Sykes Hall.

Beef Club
Submitted By: Taylor Miller
The Beef Club’s February meeting was cancelled due to snow. However, Mrs. Lawson sent
out an email regarding the budget, which received enough votes to pass. The seafood fundraiser
was a success! Glenwood Livestock Expo is coming up in April. If you know of anyone that would
like to help out please notify the leaders who can put you in contact with a representative. Our
next meeting is March 20th at 7pm.
Leaps & Squeaks
Submitted By: Sabrina Marvil
At our February meeting Leaps & Squeaks played a Kahoot! game to learn more about
rabbits, how to show them, and how to conduct a 4-H meeting. After we finished our activity, we
introduced presentations to our members and had them get together in groups to pick a topic
and start planning for their presentations, which will be presented at our May meeting. We also
talked about dates for our upcoming community service activities: Easter in the Park at Morven
Park on April 20th, Backpack Buddies in April or May, Meadow Glen Retirement Home in March
and the Strawberry Festival at Oatlands on May 19th. Some fundraisers we plan to do before the
Fair are: a vendor fair at Sykes Hall on April 6th and a bake sale at an auction that will be held at
the fairgrounds in May.
Goat Club
Submitted By: Clay Grisius
This meeting the Goat Club reviewed the dates of upcoming events. The club gave reports
on the upcoming mulch sale! It’s kidding season! Amelia gave a presentation on what to put in a
birthing box. As the season is coming for goats to give birth, the club gave presentations and information on how to deal with kidding goats. The club also reviewed procedures on how to prepare for the Fair, which included registering your goat, as well as upcoming community service
and Fair qualifying events. We’re excited to be getting closer to the spring and all of the exciting
events that are approaching!

Club News
Alpaca Club
Submitted By: Bonnie Kittrell
This month we shared our love for alpacas with the public at the Leesburg Farmers Market. Our club was even featured on the Leesburg Farmers Market Facebook page! Many visitors
asked questions about 4-H and alpacas. We deemed Evening Ovation (alpaca) as the “GroundPaca” and she saw her shadow, which means six more weeks of this crazy winter weather!
We are trying to make it to the farm at Double 8 Alpaca Ranch as much as we can to practice training our alpacas for obstacle since we will be attending the Heart of Virginia Alpaca Show
in Lexington, VA at the end of March.

A Hug for “Frost” from Emmy

A Kiss from “Eve” for Addyson

Poultry Club
Submitted By: Caroline Ludwig
Our February meeting was the first one we've had a in a few months, which made it seem
like forever since we met! We had tons of things to discuss and got a lot accomplished.
First, we discussed plans for the vendor fair and came up with a few great ideas for fundraisers for the Loudoun County Fair. Anyone in favor of chicken poo bingo? Next, we explained
our mentoring program that helps first year 4-Hers understand and ask questions about the Fair
and poultry in general. We also talked about the idea of a Loudoun County Fair poster contest,
which will be decided on by vote.
The next upcoming Fair Qualifier is the Share the Fun Contest on March 9th at Sykes Hall at
6:30pm. The Table Setting Contest and the Fashion Revue Contest (both on March 27 th at 6:30pm
at Sykes Hall) are also qualifiers. Mark you calendars!
Lastly, we reviewed our new project books and had a question and answer time. This year
our books were updated and edited. To avoid confusion, we reviewed them. The best part of the
meeting was when Mrs. Truesdale brought homemade chicken cookies for us to munch on.
Thank you Mrs. Truesdale!

Club News
Swine Club
Submitted By: Hunter Flynn
The Swine Club had their meeting at Sykes Hall on February 13th. The meeting started off
with a visit from Amy with Farmer Cooperative Association Inc., in Fredrick MD. She came to talk
to us about feed and supplements. She shared with us how to feed a show pig vs. feeding a pig
for breeding. There’s a big difference! Amy provided us with a lot of information about the differences between buying show feed as opposed to buying co-op brand feed. While buying co-op
feed may feel like you’re spending less, in the end you’re spending more due to it taking that
much more feed to finish your pig. Yes, buying a show brand feed costs more money per bag, but
it will take fewer bags to feed and finish your project. This is useful for us to know so that we can
stay on budget and spend less money rather than more.
As far as community service goes we talked about collecting hygiene products and blankets for foster kids. By the way, March is Foster Care Month, so if anyone would like to help out
please let us know! We received an update from our Sponsorship Committee and they are making up a paper for each of the club members to have on hand with them as they seek sponsorships this year. This will be a huge help, so thank you to our Sponsorship Committee.
Last but not least, our Fundraising Committee has decided to do our Krispy Kreme fundraiser again this year. We are hoping to have that in March. We will also be having a Chick fil A
Night at both our Purcellville location and Leesburg location (hopefully) in April. Also in April we
will be serving food at the Glenwood Livestock Show on April 13th, so please come out and join in
on the fun and watch all the 4-Hers show. In May we are also hoping to hold a 50/50 raffle. The
Swine Club is very busy and working hard to make this year’s Fair the best one yet. We will have
our annual butcher day in March as well, so there’s much to look forward to. Hope all of the other clubs are doing well too!

Hoofprints
Submitted By: Madison Hart
At our meeting on January 31st we discussed many community service opportunities. We
also had an educational presentation by Annie Twardy about the Evolution of the Horse.
Our February meeting was on Valentine’s Day, February 14th at 6:30pm. We had our normal business meeting. We decided to do an animal shelter drive as one of our community service
events. We will be bringing and donating supplies needed for the Loudoun Animal Shelter. Our
educational presentation was presented by Alisa Hart and was about horse body parts, colors and
markings.
Our next meeting is going to be held on March 7th at 6:30pm at the Rust Library.

Club News
Chefs & Stitches
Submitted By: Adrianna Evans
Chefs and Stitches did not meet in February due to the weather. We will have our next
meeting on Saturday March 2nd. We will be cutting out patterns to make cooking aprons. Our
leaders will help us to sew them during our meeting.
Forage Club
Submitted By: Jill Harrison
The Loudoun County 4-H Forage Club held
their February meeting on the 10th at Hunter
Oaks Farm. The meeting was held at 1:30pm and
no business was passed. Jill Harrison held a short
presentation for her Forage of the Month on
Cowpeas. After the meeting, the club’s learning
activity was on basic tractor safety and orientation. It focused on common sense safety
measures around tractors and skid-loaders.
In addition, members learned about topics
such as a 3 point hitch, a draw bar, 540/1000 rpm
PTO, and remote hydraulics. Greg Harrison
volunteered his time to educate the members on these topics and presented them to the club.
The Forage Club would like to give Greg Harrison a special thanks for taking the time to visit with
us and teach us.

Club News
Temple Hall
Submitted By: Jack Barfield
This month we had a guest speaker, Board of Supervisors Chair Phyllis Randall. She talked
about how she became Chair of the Board of Directors and election processes. She also talked
about her career and her ideas she had for the future. After she was done we held our business
meeting. The main focus was about how we all needed to get sponsors for the club and how to
get them. We also talked about a fundraiser raffle that we will be a part of this year.

One of our club farms is having some health issues so several of our club members have
been volunteering to go do evening chores and feeding while they get better. It is a busy time
with lambing season also going on there. We wish them a speedy recovery and a special thanks
for all they do for our club!

Dairy Club
Submitted By: Christian Gurdak
The Dairy Club had two meetings in February to make up for the meeting we missed in
January due to snow. Our focus was judging the Hoard’s Dairyman Contest, which was completed
at our last meeting on Tuesday, February 26th. Spring is a busy time! We decided to participate in
Share the Fun as a club and are practicing for March 9th. We are looking forward to the Maryland
Heifers only Dairy Judging workshop on March 2nd and Mill Wheel Showmanship Clinic at Harvue
Farm in Berryville on March 9th. Our March meeting is scheduled for Tuesday, March 26th.
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