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4-H Families and Friends,
It’s hard to believe that there are less than 30 school days left
before summer vacation! Where did the year go? As always, Loudoun 4-H
is gearing up for another fantastic summer of Camp, Congress and the
Loudoun County Fair.
As things begin to inevitably speed up and family schedules get
even busier, please remember to mark important dates on your calendars as you receive them
and check your email inboxes frequently for the latest 4-H news and information. With club
meetings only occurring once a month, email is the most effective way for leaders and Extension
staff to communicate with everyone.
Best of luck to our 4-H members as they continue to work hard on their projects and
finish out the school year. We’re looking forward to another wonderful summer ahead!

Carly Griffith

Kim Monroe

Extension Agent, 4-H

4-H Program Technician

carlymg@vt.edu

kmonroe@vt.edu

NEW: Loudoun County 4-H Google Calendar

Find our new Google Calendar on the Loudoun County 4-H website (loudoun4h.weebly.com)
under the “Upcoming Events” tab. This calendar is maintained by 4-H Extension Staff with the
help and input from 4-H Club Leaders. If you have a 4-H event that you would like added to the
calendar, please email carlymg@vt.edu or kmonroe@vt.edu.

Extension is a joint program of Virginia Tech, Virginia State University, the U.S. Department of Agriculture, and state and local governments.
Virginia Cooperative Extension programs and employment are open to all, regardless of age, color, disability, gender, gender identity, gender expression, national origin, political
affiliation, race, religion, sexual orientation, genetic information, veteran status or any other basis protected by law. An equal opportunity/affirmative action employer.

Events - Recap

Northern District Contest
Presentations, Public Speaking, Share The Fun & Table Setting
Table Setting
Grayson Weber—Blue Ribbon
Katherine Orlowsky—Blue Ribbon
Share The Fun
Adrianna, Dean and Aiden Evans—Blue Ribbon
Presentations
Carter Ault—Blue Ribbon
Stephanie Jones—Red Ribbon
Anna Kasianides—Blue Ribbon
Eleni Kasianides—Blue Ribbon
Stella Pettit—Blue Ribbon
Sreyash Sola—Blue Ribbon

Purple Ribbon Winners
Katherine Orlowsky—Table Setting: Senior
Adrianna, Dean and Aiden Evans—Share The Fun: Junior Instrumental
Anna Kasianides—Presentation: Junior Animal Science—Pets
Eleni Kasianides—Presentation: Intermediate Animal Science—Pets
Stella Pettit—Presentation: Junior Visual, Creative and Constructive Arts

County News

Upcoming Events
Spring Paper Clover Campaign at Tractor Supply Co.
When: April 26th - May 7th
Where: Tractor Supply (Leesburg, VA)
Tractor Supply Company is a National Partner of 4-H and each year, they offer two opportunities for fundraising. In the Spring and Fall, the Paper Clover Campaign takes
place. Shoppers have the opportunity to purchase a clover for $1.00 and support the
state and local 4-H program. TSC has designated the funds to help with 4-H Camp and 4
-H Leadership scholarships. In the Fall Campaign, our local store raised $347 with
$290.44 being given to the local program for scholarships. If you visit Tractor Supply,
please thank them for their support and let them know what you’re doing in 4-H!
Northern District Livestock Show
When: Saturday, May 13th (All Day)
Where: Culpeper, VA
The Northern District Livestock Show Rules and sponsorship
information were previously sent out to the listserv. The
deadline for all entries has passed.
Youth Meat Quality Assurance Workshop *Fair Qualifier*
When: Thursday, May 18th (6:00PM)
Where: Loudoun County Fairgrounds
The Youth Meat Quality Assurance Program is a program designed to teach youth the
basics of animal husbandry and general management practices in raising a project animal. This program provides a foundation of animal management for youth of all ages.
The mission of this youth meat quality assurance program is to maximize consumer
confidence and acceptance of the food products produced via youth livestock projects.
Quality assurance for livestock producers means making a promise to the consumers,
or the people who consume the products that come from livestock. The promise made
is that products from livestock will be the highest possible quality and producers will do
everything possible to make these products safe to eat. Training is required for all State
Fair Exhibitors again this year. Other counties are also offering YMQA trainings if you
can not make this one.

County News

Upcoming Events
4-H Junior Camp
When: June 18th - 22nd
Where: Northern Virginia 4-H Center (Front Royal, VA)
Each day at camp, campers go to three different classes that they choose prior to arrival.
There is free swim and recreation time each day as well as evening programs and a campfire.
Loudoun-Fauquier 4-H Camp offers a variety of classes to choose from. Some of the options
are Archery, Adventure, Shooting Education, Low and High Ropes, Dance, Canoeing, Outdoor
Cooking, Performing Arts, Tie Dye and for the first time 4-H Yoga! Due to an overwhelming
amount of interest, Loudoun-Fauquier 4-H Junior Camp is officially full for CIT’s, counselors
and campers for summer 2017. If you have any questions about camp, please contact Kim
(kmonroe@vt.edu).

4-H State Congress
When: June 19th - 22nd

Where: Virginia Tech (Blacksburg, VA)
At 4-H State Congress, senior members (14 and up) get the opportunity to participate in educational, recreational and social activities that provide further life skill development. To register, you need to sign-up through your 4HOnline profile. The deadline to register and submit
payment is Friday, May 5th. Please contact Carly with any questions related to State Congress.

4-H Intermediate Congress
When: July 10th - 12th

Where: Virginia State University (Petersburg, VA)
Intermediate Congress gives 4-H members age 11 - 13 the chance to travel to Virginia’s other
land grant University - VSU and participate in a variety of educational experiences. While
there, delegates will enhance their ability to serve in local, district, state and national leadership roles. To register, please visit: http://vsu.qualtrics.com/SE/?SID=SV_9tztM5WQgJrxJ65.
Limited space is available, so be sure to register as soon as possible.

County News

Fair Updates
Submitted By: Arlee Harris, Fair Superintendent

Mandatory Fair Cleanup Dates
Fair Cleanup dates have been announced for 2017. These dates are mandatory and 4-H members must have a parent attend with them. If you can’t make
at least one of these two dates, you will not be able to show at the Fair.

Sunday, July 9th from 1PM—5PM
Wednesday, July 19th from 4PM—8PM

Also, please mark your calendars for…
Post—Fair Cleanup
Tuesday, August 1st (Time TBD)

Club News
Poultry Club
Submitted By: Catherine Klinkam
The Poultry Club held our April meeting on April 20th in Sykes Hall. Our education for
the month was a mini poultry judging clinic. There were 5 stations: candling, exterior egg judging, cuts of meat, egg production and carcass. Our lovely judging team taught a group at each
station. Everyone learned a lot and hopefully many were inspired to join the judging team next
year.
The next day, April 21st, our judging team went to the poultry judging contest and performed admirably. Erin Calley won 1st place for the junior division. Go Erin! In the senior division, Jonmarc Truesdale placed 6th and Jecy Klinkam placed 9th. Our senior judging team consisting of Parker Gondella, James Schooling, Jecy Klinkam and Cassy Schooling placed 3 rd, and
our junior judging team consisting of Erin Calley placed 4th. The Poultry Club and specifically
the judging team would like to express sincere appreciation for Brant Lott and Parker Gondella
for helping prepare for the competition and also for Mr. Schooling and Pamela Schmidt for
providing transportation for the event.
The Poultry Club has a major event coming up! Our annual Poultry Swap is on May 6 th
from 8AM to 12PM and we are super excited about the many vendors we have lined up and
can’t wait to have a successful swap. If you are interested in attending or being a vendor
email: 4hpoultryswap@gmail.com We can’t wait to see you there!

Club News

Eastern Loudoun Club
Submitted By: Noah Hallan
The meeting was called to order and the roll call was answered with: “Tell us your favorite
things about spring.” The minutes and the Treasurer’s report were read. We discussed old business
and at the end, the Club Contest awards were given. New business was read.
Lastly, Ms. Liz, an Oceanographer from the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration,
talked about the watershed, clams, fish and crabs in the Chesapeake Bay, as well as the problem of
fertilizer runoff in the bay.

Entomology Club
Submitted By: Aidan Coffman
Hey guys, it’s Aidan again. Phillips Farm in Waterford is
super cool to go to. The Entomology Club met at the Old
Waterford Mill to start walking down the Phillips Farm
trail. We played nature bingo along the way to try to find
the insects, animals, trees and plants on the trail. Mia
Wolf won the bingo game. The club stopped at marker 8
to look for macroinvertebrates in the creek. I brought a
culture tube to look at them closely. We found about ten
stonefly larvae and one caddisfly larva. We also found
several trees that had been gnawed by beavers on the
trail. Also, we found an ichneumon wasp and saw lots of
ticks! That’s our fun day at Phillips Farm!

Beef Club
Submitted By: Erin Calley
The Beef Club's April meeting was our showmanship clinic. We brought our animals to the
fairgrounds and had the clinic in the show barn. At the clinic we walked our animals and got pointers
on where we could improve. Thank you to Harrison, Mackenzie and Kelsi for helping run the clinic. It
was a lot of fun and a really nice day. I think everyone learned a lot and it was a great way to practice
for fair. The meeting concluded with pizza and drinks.

Club News
Rabbit Hopping
Submitted By: Adrianna Evans
Rabbit Hoppers were very active in the month of April. On April 1st, Anna and Eleni
Kasianides shared rabbit breed identification presentations and both won ”best of show” purple ribbons at the District Share the Fun Contest. This contest is the highest level for junior
competitors and includes about nine other counties. At the same competition, Adrianna Evans, with her brothers Aiden and Dean, also each won purple ribbons through sharing their
instrumental skills on banjo (Adrianna), fiddle (Dean and Adrianna) and guitar (Aiden).
On Wednesday, April 12th, members of the Rabbit Hopping Club provided petting opportunities for children and hopping demonstrations as service at the Heritage Farm Museum
in Sterling, VA. Participants included Anna, Eleni and Grace Kasianides, Sarah Burns and Adrianna Evans.
The club meeting was held on Friday, April 21st. It was conducted by Eleni Kasianides
and was followed by a game intended to help members identify rabbit breeds.

Club News
Leaps & Squeaks
Submitted By: Madi Abbe

The Leaps & Squeaks Rabbit and Cavy Club's April meeting was a success! During
the meeting, some of our members told us about their experiences at rabbit school. At
rabbit school, they were able to take classes about rabbit diseases, rabbit care, showmanship and genetics. Also in our meeting, we reviewed rabbit knowledge through a jeopardy
game made by one of our members, Jeremy. It was a fun way to learn new facts. Our
guest presenter, Ms. Pamela, taught us about compost and earthworms. She brought bins
full of dirt and worms to show us. Each member got to put some compost and worms in a
cup to bring home so we could all start our own compost.

Sheep Club
Submitted By: Amelia Huddleston

This month our meeting was in the livestock barn at the fairgrounds. Erin Davis,
Ryan Virts and Brad Douglas spoke to the club about what to look for in a market lamb.
We learned how to measure the loin on a lamb. This helps you decide on a good market
animal.
Everyone needs to have their Animal Housing form signed by the leaders and
turned in to the Extension Office.
Mrs. Virts, Miss Payne, Mrs. Williams, Ryan and Erin served barbecue at the Southern States open house as a thank you to Southern States for providing us the opportunity
to fundraise. They handed out magnets promoting the fair.
Our May meeting is May 5th at 7 PM. We will have a guest presenter. Make sure to
come on time so you don't miss anything.

We will be having Lamb Camp on May 20th from 8 AM to noon. Everyone should
plan to attend. Lunch will be provided by the club. This will be our June meeting. More information to come about the Lamb Camp.
Weigh-in is June 1st from 5:30 - 7:30 PM and all lambs being shown in market classes MUST weigh-in or they can't be shown in the market classes.
Fair is almost here. Have you started making a list of what you need to bring? Do
you have show clothes that fit? Don't wait until the last minute!

Club News
Temple Hall Non-Ownership Sheep
Submitted By: Lilly Eubanks

The April meeting was very fun and educational. The weather made it a perfect day
for a meeting outdoors. Sarah made a cool t-shirt logo for our club and Mr. Johnson
talked to the Fair Board, and we will make presentation for Fair Board.
Since our 4-Hers don't own sheep, we want to show our very generous farmers

appreciation. We have decided to have a farmer dinner so we can treat our farmers for
their generosity, kindness, and consideration for 4-Hers.
This year, Mini Lamb Camp is going to be very exciting and educational. Not only
are we going to practice showmanship for Fair but Mrs. Lynch got us laser tag to play on
the fairgrounds. We also have raised enough money for Fair this year.
For our farm tour at Willow Hawk, Sofie showed us the protocol for mucking the
stalls, Ally showed us how their barn takes care of a ewe in labor and Grace showed us
how she ear tags and trim their tails. Also, Kaitlyn and Katie showed us “sheep shuffle”,
which involves moving rams away from ewes and rotating the use of their fields.
Keep up with Temple Hall 4-H Sheep Club:
Facebook - www.facebook.com/templehallsheepclub/
Subscribe to our Youtube
Channel - https://www.youtube.com/channel/UClK0GqWQ4v8ziwcG5wN5kcg

Club News
Forage Club
Submitted by: Brad Douglas
This month the Forage Club had two educational activities.
On the 5th the club sent 6 members to a fence building school at the Jack Enders Firehouse in Berryville, VA and later
visited Claremont Farm also in Berryville, VA. The members learned about fence law, post selection, fence types and
terminology, ways of using electric fence, and then at Claremont Farm, how to build H-braces and construct a fixedknot high tensile fence.
At the club’s monthly meeting on the 9th, the club discussed future projects and fence types at the Frakes’ Farm, with
Mr. Frakes as the speaker. To conclude the meeting, the members who attended the fence school demonstrated how
to build an H-brace.

Senior members show junior members how to construct an H-brace.

Parker Gondella and Brian O’Mara crimp a fence “fabric” that is
tensioned using stretcher bar pullers.

Mr. Hank Frakes speaks to fence planning, construction and maintenance with farm infrastructure.
The Virginia Forage and Grasslands Council is a nonprofit organization which partnered with VCE to put on the tuition-fee fence school which covered both electric and physical fences. Instructors
were provided by Stay-Tuff Fence, Gallagher, Extreme Post Drivers, Madison Wood Preservers and Warren County Extension. The VFGC fence schools are offered every two years and are highly
recommended for students intending to build or improve farm fence infrastructure and design.

Club News
Dairy Club
Submitted By: Sarah El-Gafy
The Dairy club met on April 25th at the Loudoun Valley Community Center to discuss the schedule
for working with their project animals, sponsorships, and an upcoming trip to Hardesty Farm on
April 30th.

Goat Club
Submitted By: Bea Furlow
At the Goat Club's April meeting, we first reminded everyone of our car wash on May 27th and
that market goat weigh-in will be held on June 1st.
Next, Grace lectured us on how to pick out the right market goat. We talked about important factors to remember, like:










Frame Size
Time of Castration
Muscle Capacity
Gender
Age
Health
Time of Weaning
Budget
Structure

If you forget about these important factors, you might have problems in the future like sickness,
underweight, last place in shows or selling at auction for a low price. If you follow these tips, you
can avoid problems. Like Grace told us, "Don't buy problems!"
Enjoy the summer-like sun!
The Goat Club would like to extend our condolences to the Huddleston and Harper
families for the loss of Mr. Ken Harper. Mr. Harper was a long-time devoted supporter of the
Goat Club and all of Loudoun County's 4-H programs. We will miss seeing his smiling face at
this year's fair.

Virginia Cooperative Extension Loudoun County
30 Catoctin Circle SE
Suite B
Leesburg, VA 20175
(703)777-0373
http://loudoun4h.weebly.com

