THE 4-H FOCUS
May 2020

4-H Families and Friends,
Though the past month was full of programming restrictions,
our clubs continued to push forward by holding virtual meetings and
educational activities for their members. Some even came up with
different ways to help our community from afar!
As we head into May, our 4-Hers are hard at work preparing
their projects for the summer. Though we’re uncertain what the upcoming months will hold, we’re confident that our youth will have the chance to show off their
hard work—either in person or virtually. We are constantly impressed with how our 4-H members continue to make the best better during these uncharted times.
We ask that you please stay tuned to your email for important updates as the weeks go
on. As more decisions about the summer are made, we’ll be getting the information out to you.
Stay well and enjoy the beautiful weather!

Carly Wright

Kim Monroe

4-H Extension Agent

4-H Program Technician

carlymg@vt.edu

kmonroe@vt.edu

Want some fun activities to do
while you’re stuck at home?

Like our Facebook Page!
https://www.facebook.com/LoudounCounty4H/
With some help from our friends across the state, we’re sharing
daily activities and events that you can do either independently or together as a family while at home. A lot of the activities require very few
(if any) supplies, so be sure to check them out!

Extension is a joint program of Virginia Tech, Virginia State University, the U.S. Department of Agriculture, and state and local governments.
Virginia Cooperative Extension programs and employment are open to all, regardless of age, color, disability, gender, gender identity, gender expression, national origin, political
affiliation, race, religion, sexual orientation, genetic information, veteran status or any other basis protected by law. An equal opportunity/affirmative action employer.

Senior Spotlight

Senior Spotlight on...
Ms. Camryn Monroe
Graduating Class: Loudoun County High School 2020
College: Shepherd University
Major: Photography
4-H Club Membership: Swine Club (10 years) and Sheep Club (2 years)
4-H Leadership Positions: Virginia 4-H State Cabinet Ambassador, Swine Club
Officer and Camp Counselor
4-H Activities: 4-H Camp, 4-H State Cabinet
Outside Activities: Boys’ Baseball Team Manager (4 years) and Boys’ Basketball
Team Manager (2 years)
“Go Rams!” - Camryn M.

County News
Loudoun-Fauquier 4-H Virtual Junior Camp
Though we are not able to hold camp this year, we remain committed to growing future leaders and educating youth in both Loudoun and Fauquier.
As an alternative, we will be offering virtual camp classes every Tuesday and Thursday @ 2:00pm via
Zoom, beginning May 28th and ending on June 18th. We hope you’ll be able to join us!
Virtual Classes
* If a class requires supplies, they’ll be listed in that class’s registration link.
Thursday, May 28th – Baking
https://virginiatech.zoom.us/meeting/register/uJYsdempqjwvaT8fSis35YYigB1VfDIaZg
Tuesday, June 2nd – Outdoor Cooking
https://virginiatech.zoom.us/meeting/register/vpQtcOyvrzkt4oEt55UxQ3tmJ0LmtWGYqA
Thursday, June 4th – Code a Camp Song
https://virginiatech.zoom.us/meeting/register/u5Uof-6oqT4uspev2QRncAL72GyKjG_ZDQ
Tuesday, June 9th – Outdoor Living Skills
https://virginiatech.zoom.us/meeting/register/uJQsceqprT0ovq9ftaZfrWNUtpoQJLhUQQ
Thursday, June 11th – Tie Dye
https://virginiatech.zoom.us/meeting/register/vpwkfuChrTMtTwRXV3wyJF35v1oXJVmu0g
Tuesday, June 16th – Veterinary Science
https://virginiatech.zoom.us/meeting/register/vJIrcO-qrz8j9-c9mdO5GRoB8UKA_BsPFw
Thursday, June 18th – Virtual Campfire
https://virginiatech.zoom.us/meeting/register/tJ0rfuyhqDoq_872dodUiKHYGLIDxomdJw

Club News
Overlook
Submitted By: Spencer Dyson
The Overlook Horse Farm 4-H meeting for the month of April was cancelled because our group
would have more than 10 people and we are being socially responsible. 4-H club members are staying
busy working on project books and we know we can ask Ms. Terri questions. Online school is back in session, but most of us are still spending extra hours at the barn with our horses and ponies. Thank goodness
we can still hug our animals! I’m hoping everyone stays safe and healthy and we can start meeting again
soon.
Alpaca Club
Submitted By: Fallon Murphy
The 4-H Alpaca Club is finding new ways to educate our members. We are continuing with online
learning and will now have online business meetings. Farmer Bonnie has provided fleece for the club to
make something out of. We have many more assignments and activities posted on Google Classroom. Our
next business meeting will be held on May 7th, 2020 via Zoom. Stay safe!
Canterlopes
Submitted By: Ruby Hatley
Our club unfortunately did not meet this month due to COVID-19. We were going to have a
ground meeting for our drill team scheduled for 3/30, but things did not go as planned and it was cancelled. The Apple Blossom Parade invited our drill team to perform, but was postponed to a later date. On
4/12 we were planning to hand out programs at the Oatlands Point to Point races as a club fundraiser.
Though we were not able to attend since that was cancelled as well, it might be postponed to the fall.
We hope you all are safe and well, and remember to look on the bright side and try to make the
most of this situation. Enjoy your time off from school, and remember: we are in this together!
Dairy Club
Submitted By: Rebecca Little
The 4-H Dairy Club meeting that was held on Zoom was called to order on 4/21/20 by Natalie Bailey, our President. One of the club’s leaders, Ms. Judy, went over to Dr. Gast’s barn with her daughter to
re-do the fence by the road. Dr. Gast’s barn is the barn that the club works with their cows at. Dr. Gast
also got a bunch of new calves. These cows are most likely the cows the club will be showing in the Fair
this year, if there is a Fair. The club will also use some cows from previous years for the Fair as well. Next,
club members went over Hoard’s Dairyman judging techniques. The club watched two videos on two classes of dairy cows. The club mainly focused on Holsteins. The video showed us each cow and all sides of the
cow. The club judged the cows to the best of our abilities, and then the club decided which cow was first
and which was last. After that the club went to the end of the video and saw the official results. The person who was narrating the whole video explained why they chose each cow and its placement. The
meeting was short and sweet and ended quickly after the videos were over.

Club News
Student Auto Racing
Submitted By: John Enloe
This month the LASER team held a virtual business meeting by phone. We discussed updates on the second car, which had just arrived from inspections, and discussed what needed to
be done on both cars. On the first car, we discussed needing to replace the main seal, and finish
replacing the headlights. On the second car, we talked about getting the suspension, transmission, and the bushings back in order. We also discussed needing to fix the windshield and hood,
along with painting the bumper. After this, the team found videos on how to repair/replace the
things needing to be done, so that when we next meet in person, we would all know what to do.
That's it!
Beef Club
Submitted By: Taylor Miller
This month the Beef Club held two official Zoom meetings. The first meeting was April 15 th
and we were able to discuss some fundraising ideas such as the t-shirts and basket auction. We
revved up t-shirt ideas through email and working hard towards creating a design. The second
meeting was April 30th. Ms. Stanford gave a quick update regarding Fair Qualifiers, meeting
attendance, and the various plans for the 2020 Loudoun County Fair. We are still looking to nail
down the t-shirt design, so PLEASE provide some input! Also, heifer entries are due by 6/1/2020.
Please keep reading those emails - we know it’s a lot of information, but Ms. Stanford sends out
the Zoom meeting invites via email. If you do not have steady access to email, please contact a
leader so that valuable contact information can be obtained and you’re not missing out on
meetings. See you all 5/20/20 @ 7pm! Stay tuned for meeting details.
Technology Innovation STEM Club
Submitted By: Pujitha Chippala and Shreyas Kalidindi
The Loudoun County 4-H Technology Innovation
STEM Club had their last in-person meeting on February 29th
while we were busy preparing virtually for the 2020
Loudoun Youth Step Competition which was on March 31st.
The project we chose to present was a Smart Backpack,
which would provide safety alerts for a child walking from
their school bus to school. An alert would sound if any person is in close vicinity. The backpack also has a pollen alert
system which would alert the child in the pollen area. We
also made a prototype of our project. We’re looking forward
for more interesting projects.

Club News
Rabbit Hopping
Submitted By: Grace Kasianides
The Loudoun County 4-H Rabbit Hopping Club
held an online Zoom meeting on April 10, 2020. During
our meeting, many of the members presented homework, and we went over our club's approved at-home
community services. One of the community service projects is making cards for nursing homes. So far, our club
has sent over 50 and over 120 have gone out to nursing
homes in various states. If you would like more information or to participate, contact Eleni at: eglorioussunshine@gmail.com. Our next meeting is going to be on
May 8, 2020. I hope to see you there!
Swine Club
Submitted By: Camryn Monroe
The Swine Club held a Zoom meeting on April 20th at 6:30pm and discussed future plans. Our
pre-Fair barbecue has been cancelled and we will be doing a silent auction for the raffle baskets during Fair week. Our weigh-in was changed to a “tag-in” for anyone who has pigs already, which took
place on May 2nd. Stay safe and wash your hands!!!
Poultry Club
Submitted By: Hannah Maison
Due to COVID-19, April’s Poultry Club meeting was virtual. It was officially called to order at
7:12pm. The leaders’ reports were said and approved. Most of the meeting was for the Poultry Club
members to ask questions, such as how the Fair would continue. The meeting moved onto the Breed
of the Month presentation, which was about the Wyandotte chicken, and afterwards the meeting was
quickly adjourned.
Leaps & Squeaks
Submitted By: Sean Csizmadia
Leaps and Squeaks did not hold a March or April monthly meeting at Sykes Hall. The officers
had a Zoom meeting and planned for our monthly meetings beginning in May to be on Zoom.
We had to cancel and reschedule many of our community service events we usually participate in because of the stay at home order, including Easter at the Park, Backpack Buddies, and visits
to retirement homes.
At our May meeting we will be talking about rabbit and cavy grooming, showmanship, and
what Fair might look like this year.
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