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THE 4-H FOCUS
November 2016

4-H Families and Friends,

First off I would like to say congratulations to all of our new and returning club officers for 2016-2017. I know you will do a wonderful job leading your fellow members
through another fabulous 4-H year. Make sure to take a look at our Club News section this month to see what other clubs have done to kick off the new year!
From all of us at Extension, we want to be the first to wish you a wonderful and safe
Thanksgiving holiday. We are so thankful to be a part of such a wonderful organization with the best 4-Her’s and volunteers around!

Carly Griffith

Kim Monroe

Extension Agent, 4-H

4-H Program Technician

carlymg@vt.edu

kmonroe@vt.edu

November Leaders Meeting
When: Thursday, November 10th @ 6:30PM
Where: Sykes Hall
What: Potluck Dinner - please bring a dish to share!

Extension is a joint program of Virginia Tech, Virginia State University, the U.S. Department of Agriculture, and state and local governments.
Virginia Cooperative Extension programs and employment are open to all, regardless of race, color, national origin, sex, religion, age, disability, political beliefs, sexual
orientation, or marital or family status. An equal opportunity/affirmative action employer.

Upcoming Events

Final Reminder - Officer Training
Officer Training will be held TONIGHT, November 3rd, from 6:30PM - 8PM
at Sykes Hall. This training is mandatory for the President, Vice President, Secretary and Treasurer of all 4-H clubs. Reporters, Historians and all
other members who hold an office are strongly encouraged to attend as
well. This event will count as a Fair Qualifier and any and all 4-H members
are welcome to participate. If you are an officer who is required to be at this
training and are unable to make it, please notify Carly (carlymg@vt.edu).
The make-up date for Officer Training will be Tuesday, November 8th @
6:30PM. This make-up training will NOT be counted as a Fair Qualifier.

Achievement Night
Please mark your calendars and be sure to invite your families to our annual
4-H Achievement Night - Saturday, November 12th at 6:30PM at Sykes Hall.
Dinner will be provided as we celebrate the many accomplishments
Loudoun 4-H members have achieved during the 2015-2016 year. We will
also be announcing the winners of this year’s Carcass Contest. Hope to see
all of you there for a great night full of food, friends and 4-H!

County News

Holiday Hours & Winter Weather Policy

Extension Office Holiday Schedule 2016
Closing at noon on Wednesday, November 23rd
Re-open Monday, November 28th, 8:30am
Closed on Friday, December 23rd
Re-open Tuesday, December 27th, 8:30am
Closed January 2nd
Re-open Tuesday, January 3rd, 8:30am

Inclement Weather Policy:
The Extension Office follows the Loudoun County government openings and
closings. If the government is closed, delayed, or releasing early, our office will
do the same.
4-H programs will follow along with Loudoun County Public Schools. If schools
are closed or let out early, 4-H programs for that day/evening will be cancelled.
If Club Leaders feel that the roads are clear enough in time for their program,
they will contact the Extension Office for guidance. In the event that the clubs
continue with a program when schools have been cancelled, 4-H members can
not be penalized for missing that program.

Club News
Eastern Loudoun Club
Submitted By: Noah Hallan

Eastern Loudoun 4-H Club had its October meeting on the 13th of October, 2016. New officers
were appointed to their positions. Victoria Bechtold was elected President, Carter Ault was
elected Vice President, the new Recording Secretaries are John Ray and Jacob Morriberon, Sofia Vivas was elected Corresponding Secretary, Noah Esper is the Treasurer and Club Representative, Noah Hallan is the Reporter. Stella Pettit is the new Recreation Leader, Niko PeakMarquez is the Song Leader, Emily Ault was elected to the Publicity Officer, Adam Esper is the
Videographer, Sergeant at Arms are Gemma Mashaal and Josephine Peak-Marquez, and the
newly elected Sunshine Secretaries are Evoli Hallan, Jessita Mallina, and Ronan Peak-Marquez.
New projects of the year have started to get underway. Monarch Butterflies and Financial
Management had their first meetings of the year. Financial Management students practiced
budgeting and looked at different kinds of savings accounts. They also learned the benefits to
early investing.
At the end of the meeting, students enjoyed speaker Sreyash Sola, who recently won the Future Engineers Star Trek Replicator Challenge, organized by NASA and the American Society for
Mechanical Engineers. Sola had a display containing pictures of this Star Trek project and also
pictures of a special guide stick using technology to help the blind navigate safely.
Eastern Loudoun’s new 4-H year has gotten off with a good start!

Club News
Rabbit Hopping
Submitted By: Calle Junker

What a wonderful start to a new 4-H year. It was great to see old members and welcome a few
new faces, including our new Extension
Agent Carly Griffith, who was kind
enough to join us. We all had fun hopping our rabbits. We also made plans to
vote on our updated club rules, Constitution and Bylaws and voted in our new
officers: President Calle, VP Eleni, Secretary Teagan, and Treasurer Sarah. We
talked about our September Community
Service event, where seven of our members and their rabbits braved the rain
and hopped for the public at the Joshua’s Hands Festival. For our November community service event, we plan to hold a Pet Drive to
support the Loudoun County Animal Shelter and Pet Pantry.
Anyone interested in trying out the sport of rabbit hopping, please join us on November 18 at 6
pm when we will be hopping downstairs in Sykes Hall. For more information, please contact
Francesca Reilly at born2sing202@gmail.com or Darcey Wilkes at darcey_wilkes@hotmail.com.

Entomology
Submitted By: Aidan Coffman

Hello, it’s Aidan again! At October’s Entomology Club meeting, we gave everybody
giant mealworms. Mealworms are larvae
that turn into darkling beetles. Each member received a small plastic container with
bedding for the mealworms. We blended
cornmeal and oatmeal to make the soft bedding. At home, the kids can use chopped up
sweet potatoes and carrots or apples for nutrients and water content. This mealworm
project is part of a 4-H project called “Using
the Scientific Method – A Meal From a Worm.” We will be observing and recording notes about
the life cycle of our mealworms. In the picture, the pupae are the lighter, thicker ones. The
brown ones are still in the larval stage.

Club News
Canterlopes
October was a busy month for the Canterlopes! Our drill team competed at the State Fair again this year in the Freestyle, Pairs and
Three-Rider divisions. They won 3rd overall in the Freestyle and
brought home 3rd, 5th and 6th in the Pairs classes. We elected officers
at our monthly business meeting – our 2016-2017 offers are: Cate
Osborne, President; Dani McAlister, Vice President; Andie McMann,
Treasurer and Sarah Haene, Secretary. For the education portion of
our meeting, Sandy Arnold from the Equine Extension Program at the
Virginia Tech M.A.R.E. Center came and reviewed all the non-riding
horse program competitions offered in the Virginia 4-H Equine Program up to the State level – “EquiSmartz” which includes Hippology,
Horse Bowl, Horse Judging, and Communications (Individual Presentation, Team Presentation, Public Speaking). We look forward to
competing in some of these! We went to the Washington International Horse Show in Washington D.C. for our monthly club activity,
where we participated in “barn/club night” and had an awesome
time seeing World-Class, Olympic and Local riders compete in several
jumping and non-jumping competitions. Our next meeting is Tuesday, November 8th at 7:30pm at Lynden
Farm, and in addition to the usual order of business, we will be electing our non-officer positions as well as
setting up our Community Service and Activities committees.

Club News
Goat Club
Submitted By: Bea Furlow
We began our October meeting with a milking demonstration by the Morrison family. At the demo, they taught us how to milk a goat and how to care for a dairy goat
correctly. When they asked for volunteers, I looked over at my brother for approval.
When he said I could, my hand shot up in the air. It turned out that Jeremiah made
it look easy. After a while I sort of got the hang of it. When a jar of milk was passed to me I was surprised
at how warm it was. After that they told us what dairy goats like to do and different medications to use if
your goat seems sick. They even took the goat's temperature. I was right behind the goat when they did,
so I'll say that that part was okay. I had lots of fun at the milking demonstration! I hope they do that again.
After the milking demonstration we elected officers. Our 2016-2017 Goat Club officers are President: Carly
Campbell, Vice President: Amelia Huddleston, Secretary: Abigail Wood, Treasurer: Mackenzie Shore, Reporter: Bea Furlow, Historian: Marisa Dillmuth, Sergeant at Arms: Amelia Huddleston, Erin Davis and Haley
Shore. These new leaders will do great things this year and inspire us to be amazing!

Poultry Club
Submitted by: Catherine Klinkam
At the October 2016 Poultry Club meeting on October 13, we elected officers for the new year and passed
out rules to go over next meeting in November. Our new President for the 2016-2017 year is Jecy Klinkam
with our Vice President as Christina Gaylord. The Secretary for the new year is Catherine Klinkam. The
Treasurer is Sady Cooper. We hope to have a good year with our new officers leading the club and participating in more community service.

Leaps & Squeaks
Submitted By: Madi Abbe

The Leaps & Squeaks Rabbit and Cavy club is excited for the new 4-H year! There was a great turnout for
our October meeting. We had a lot of new membership and interest for our club. During the meeting, we
played a rabbit trivia game. Each member chose a card with a question on it regarding different rabbit information. Then we went around the room and answered them. We all learned something new! The Cloverbuds played a festive Halloween game. They had a candy walk to music.
Our club started planning our Christmas community service activity. We are sponsoring children in need.
On our "Christmas Bunny" we have sticky notes attached with a child's wants and needs for Christmas.
Each 4-H family will draw one and be in charge of purchasing a gift for them. Then during our November
meeting, everyone will bring their presents, and we plan to wrap the presents as a club.
We look forward to a fun and educational year!

Club News
Outdoor Adventure Club
Submitted By: Kylie Winn
On October 23, the 4-H Outdoor Adventure
Club built four outdoor display boards for the
Freedom Center. The club members cut, chiseled, sanded, stained and put together the
pieces of wood. The plexiglass in the display
boards should help defend important material
being displayed. The club hopes the Freedom
Center will enjoy the handmade display
boards.
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