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4-H Families and Friends,

Welcome to the 2016-2017 4-H year! I hope everyone had a wonderful summer and
you’re enjoying the cooler weather as much as I am. Fall is a very busy season for
Loudoun 4-H as there are many opportunities to get involved in the community and
promote your clubs and the 4-H program. I am honored to be your new 4-H Agent
and can’t wait to witness the amazing things you are going to accomplish in 2017. I
look forward to meeting some new faces as I attend club meetings over the next few
months. Please don’t ever hesitate to contact me with
questions or concerns. Happy 4-H New Year!

Carly Griffith

Kim Monroe

Extension Agent, 4-H

4-H Program Technician

carlymg@vt.edu

kmonroe@vt.edu

Officer Training
This year Officer Training will be held on Thursday, November 3rd, from 6:30PM - 8PM at
Sykes Hall. This training is mandatory for the President, Vice President, Secretary and
Treasurer of all 4-H clubs. Reporters, Historians and all other members who hold an office
are strongly encouraged to attend as well. This event will count as a Fair Qualifier and any
and all 4-H members are welcome to participate. If you are an officer who is required to
be at this training and are unable to make it, please notify Carly
(carlymg@vt.edu) as soon as possible.

Extension is a joint program of Virginia Tech, Virginia State University, the U.S. Department of Agriculture, and state and local governments.
Virginia Cooperative Extension programs and employment are open to all, regardless of race, color, national origin, sex, religion, age, disability, political beliefs, sexual
orientation, or marital or family status. An equal opportunity/affirmative action employer.

Upcoming Events

Fall Events
Please note that in order for these two events to count as fair qualifiers, participants must sign-in and be actively participating at the event for a minimum of two hours.

Joshua’s Hands Festival
When: October 8th - 10AM to 5PM
Where: Waterford, VA
This fall festival is an annual Loudoun County tradition and home to exciting
animal exhibits, games, hay rides, crafts, live entertainment and much more!
Sign up to volunteer and/or showcase your 4-H project by contacting the 4-H
liaison, Katherine Orlowsky (ko_photos@aol.com).

Waterford Fair
When: October 8th & 9th - 10AM to 5PM
Where: Waterford, VA
The Waterford Fair is a two day event promoting agriculture, personal craftsmanship and youth organizations in Loudoun County. Any members who
would like to attend and help promote 4-H, your club and the Loudoun County Fair, please contact Carly (carlymg@vt.edu) to sign-up. Space is limited and
on a first come, first serve basis.

County News & Updates

All Stars
A big CONGRATULATIONS to our 2016 Virginia 4-H All-Star inductees: Brad Douglas, Cati-Adele Slater and Jacquelyn Noel. We are
so proud of you and thankful for your continued dedication to the
Loudoun 4-H program!

2017 Virginia All-Star applications are due to the Extension Office
by Monday, October 17th at 5PM. Youth nomination forms can be
found online at: http://www.ext.vt.edu/topics/4h-youth/allstars/index.html.

Project Books
Any member who was enrolled in 4-H during the 2015-2016 year
must submit a completed project book to the Extension Office no
later than 5PM on Friday, October 14th in order to show at the
2017 Loudoun County Fair. *This includes members that did NOT
show at the Fair in 2016, but were still involved with a project in
their club(s).*

County News
National 4-H Week
National 4-H Week is taking place October 3rd - 9th. Tractor Supply will once again be hosting their “Paper Clover Fundraiser”
from October 5th - 15th where customers will be able to donate $1
to support 4-H programs throughout the state.
Achievement Night
Please mark your calendars and be sure to invite your families to
our annual 4-H Achievement Night - Saturday, November 12th at
6:30PM - location TBD. Dinner will be provided as we celebrate the many accomplishments Loudoun 4-H members have
achieved during the 2015-2016 year. We will also be announcing
the winners of this year’s Carcass Contest. Once a location is finalized, we will notify all families. Hope to see all of you there for a
great night full of food, friends and 4-H!

County News
Enrollment
Loudoun County 4-H enrollment will once again be done online
through the web-based program, 4HOnline. All returning members
must re-enroll EVERY year, even if all of their information remains
the same.
*Important* - Parents who anticipate helping out at ANY 4-H events
throughout the course of the year must register as a volunteer.
Without completion of a volunteer registration, you will not be permitted to oversee 4-H activities or events for your child’s club.
To access 4HOnline: https://va.4honline.com.

For questions about registering with 4HOnline, please contact Kim
at kmonroe@vt.edu.

Club News
Rabbit Hopping
Submitted By: Calle Junker
With one 4-H year drawing to a close and a new one beginning, we
look to all we have accomplished and hope for an even better year to
come. We served our community through food drives and pet drives
and rabbit hopping demonstrations for the young, old, and everyone in
between. We gained a better knowledge of rabbit hopping, rabbit
breeds, rabbit care, and even dissected a rabbit. Once again we traveled to Pennsylvania to teach a full day of rabbit hopping classes at
Rabbit School. We raised money for our club through jump sponsorships, money that can be used to purchase materials for hopping
equipment and fund community service and educational opportunities.
We hosted five events at our Fair Hopping Competition to an enthusiastic audience. And best of all, we had loads of fun.
As we elect officers, review club rules, our constitution and bylaws, and
plan activities for the coming year, we hope to continue to “Make the Best Better.” Our first community
service event of the year is planned for Saturday, Oct. 8th at the Joshua’s Hands Festival, where we will
once again be hopping our rabbits. Anyone interested in trying out the sport of rabbit hopping, please join
us on October 21 at 6 pm when we will be hopping downstairs in Sykes Hall. For more information, please
contact Francesca Reilly at born2sing202@gmail.com or Darcey Wilkes at darcey_wilkes@hotmail.com.

Entomology
Submitted By: Aidan Coffman
Hi my name is Aidan Coffman. I’m part of the Entomology Club. I’m here to tell you about what we did
over the summer at our meetings.
In June, we went to Red Rock Regional Park in Leesburg for an insect and arachnid search. My bud Gage
found a millipede. I found a Carolina wolf spider. Annika found a black and yellow garden spider. Bhargav
found tons of moths with a sweep net. My mom saw spittlebugs, which are froghopper nymphs.
In July, we went to the Loudoun County Health Department for a field trip with Douglas Hubbard, who
specializes in vector-borne diseases. Mr. Hubbard showed us ticks and mosquitoes found in Loudoun
County under microscopes. We learned about Lyme Disease prevention and how to protect yourself from
mosquito bites. Plus, we learned about drag sheets to
drag across parks and grassy areas to collect tick samples. He gave each person a rubber frog, a tiny magnifying glass, a tick identification card, a tick removal device, hand sanitizer, and a packet of insect repellant
with DEET.
In August, we learned about Urban Buzz Cicada Research citizen science project. Members displayed their
cicada specimens to be mailed to the entomologist
studying cicadas.
Our club members look forward to another great year!

Club News
Leaps & Squeaks
Submitted By: Sean Csizmadia
Members of our club had a lot of fun this summer
at fair. Showmanship can be stressful but working
in the ice cream shop was totally fun. Some of our
members helped to sew the quilt and even got to
walk it in the ring at the auction. A couple members auctioned off their rabbits. Memories from
fair and group picture below.
At our September meeting we held our officer elections. Our new officers are Jacquelyn Noel
(President), Melanie Sauter (Vice President),
Roxanne Howard (Secretary), Amelia Abbe
(Treasurer), Madi Abbe (Reporter) and Elise Abbe
(Historian).
Members of our club will be attending one community service in October at Joshua's Hands on October 8.
Our next meeting will be held on Friday, October
21, 2016. We have a lot of fun in our club and invite everyone who is interested in rabbits or cavies
to come to a meeting.
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